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Sunday 3rd Trinity 7 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30 Holy Communion in ordinary time 

  

Sunday 10th Rotary Service 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 Family Service  

  

Sunday 17th Trinity 9 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30  Holy Communion  

18:00 Informal Worship 

  

Sunday 24th Trinity 10 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 Family Service & Baptism 

  

Sunday 31st Trinity 11 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 Morning Worship 
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What’s on in the Parish and Around 

Fri 01-Aug 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 02-Aug 17:00 Worship Band 

Thu 07-Aug 10:00 Prayer Meeting contact June Ames 

Fri 08-Aug 10:00 Open church coffee morning 

Fri 08-Aug 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 09-Aug 17:00 Worship Band 

Fri 15-Aug 14:15 Friday Fellowship Tea 

Fri 15-Aug 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 16-Aug 17:00 Worship Band 

Sun 17-Aug 16:30 Worship Band 

Fri 22-Aug 12:30 Neighbourhood Lunch 

Fri 22-Aug 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 23-Aug 17:00 Worship Band 

Wed 27-Aug 19:30 PCC 

Fri 29-Aug 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 30-Aug 17:00 Worship band 

‘ 
Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00-09:30 

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:00-10:30 
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Read a good book lately? Pass it on! 

August has arrived! School is over. Time for a holiday?   

Whether you get away for a break or plan to enjoy a staycation, it seems 

one of things we love to do on holiday is to relax with a good book and 

something long and cool to drink. 

And when it comes to good read, one book outstrips any other as the 

world’s all-time bestseller. 

It remains so popular today, thousands of years after it was first written; 

that it is excluded from bestseller lists the world over so that it doesn’t 

skew the charts. 

And yet, while it can still be found in millions of homes across the UK, for 

an increasing number of people, its contents are a mystery. A recent na-

tionwide study reveals a growing generation gap in Bible literacy in Brit-

ain. 

There are those who will question why a decline in Bible literacy matters. 

Isn’t this lack of knowledge simply symptomatic of a book that is out of 

touch with modern society?  

That’s why The Bible Society have launched a new campaign called “Pass 

it On” to encourage parents and other family members to ‘pass on’ a Bi-

ble story to our children. 

It seems almost a third (30%) of Christian parents say they never read 

Bible stories to their child. By comparison, 10% of parents who would not 

identify themselves as Christian do read Bible stories to their children 

daily, 

Speaking about the campaign, James Catford, Group Chief Executive of 

Bible Society said: “Our research indicates that the Bible’s brilliant and 

engaging stories could be lost to future generations unless people take 

action and pass it on” 
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One way we have been seeking to do just that in our community has been 

through an initiative called Open the Book.   This year a team of volun-

teers from Christ Church and St John’s have been “opening the book” at 

Purbrook Infants and Junior Schools on a monthly basis. Each session is 

around 10 minutes long and fits comfortably into assembly times. We 

have used drama, props and costumes and involved the children and staff 

to present Bible stories in ways that are lively, engaging and informative. 

It has been great fun for everyone involved and last month we celebrated 

our first anniversary! 

Both schools could not have made us more welcome. We’re looking for-

ward to sharing more Bible stories next term. It’s been fascinating to see 

the response of the children, how well they remember each story and the 

questions that arise. 

“Is this true” said one Year 4 pupil recently having just taken part in a live-

ly rendition of “Jonah the Groaner”-” or is it just like Aesop’s fables? I 

don’t know this God. What is he like?” 

So we keep sharing His story and leave the impact on those who hear it or 

read it in God’s hands. 

We will tell the next generation....and they in turn would tell their chil-

dren. Then they would put their trust in God 

Psalm 78:4,6 

And let’s not miss out on the wonder and wisdom of the Bible ourselves…. 

Happy holiday reading! 

Annie  

Revd Annie McCabe 

For more information about the Bible Society survey  http://

www.biblesociety.org.uk/about-bible-society/our-work/pass-it-on/ 
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Would you like to know more about the Bible? If so why not attend 
one of our four locally based groups who meet in homes for  
Fellowship, Prayer and Bible Study. 
For more information contact Revd. Andy Wilson who will put you in 
contact with one of the Home Group Leaders  

Healing Day at Portsmouth Cathedral  
Saturday 18th October 2014 

Exploring Christian Healing: Foundations and Practice 
 

This is a day aimed at those interested in exploring the principles and 
practice of Christian Healing and is open to all whether clergy or lay, 
whether experienced in praying for healing or not. The opening talk will be 
given by Wes Sutton, Director of Acorn Christian Healing Foundation. Wes 
has been in a wide range of Christian ministry including work for Youth For 
Christ, Vineyard Church in Loughton and the Oasis Church network. He 
comes with a wealth of experience in different church backgrounds and 
Healing ministry. 

The day will give the opportunity to explore the practice of Christian 
Healing through a variety of workshops and will finish with a Healing 
Service. 

Refreshments will be provided throughout the day, but delegates shall 
need to bring their own packed lunch. 

Speak to Andy or Annie for more info or contact 
clare.jones@portsmouth.anglican.org for a booking form. The day costs 
£8. 

Havant Passion Play 

The Churches of Havant are putting on a Passion Play in July 2015. This will 
take place over three days in Havant Park. If you would like to be involved 
in the cast, backstage or in a supporting role, speak to Andy or Annie who 
have further details. 
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Ride & Stride – Co-ordinator needed 

Every September, the Hampshire & the Island Historic Churches Trust 
(HIHCT) run ‘Ride and Stride’. This year’s event is on Saturday 13th 
September 2014. You can take part in one of two ways: 

 We need someone to co-ordinate our participation in the event, in 
particular making sure that we have people at church to welcome 
those who are riding or striding from church to church. 

 You could get yourself sponsored to visit as many Hampshire 
churches as possible on the day – and raise money for HIHCT and 
Christ Church. 

Any money we raise will be split 50/50 between HIHCT and Christ Church. 
HICHT will use their half to give grants to churches carrying out building 
projects. They supported us a few years ago when we repaired our roof 
and we have applied for a grant to help with the costs of the toilet. 

 

Revd Andy Wilson 

Smile Lines How prayer reaches God 

An anxious mother went to seek help from her minister.  “How do we 

know if our prayers are heard by God?” she asked.  

 “My 10 year old daughter says her prayers every night, but I am not 

sure they are reaching heaven.”  Touched by her worry, the minister 

spent some time explaining to her about God’s omniscience and 

omnipresence….but still the mother looked worried.  Finally he asked 

her why she thought her daughter’s prayers would NOT be heard by 

God.   

The mother explained: “Because instead of saying ‘amen’, when she 

finishes, she says ‘click, send’.” 

Taken from The Parish Pump 
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WHEN I’M CALLING YOU 
 

Your mum and dad must have told you about a pair of film stars who 
starred in musicals and were famous in the 30s and 40s? Nelson Eddy and 
Jeanette MacDonald ring a bell? They starred in a lovely film called Rose 
Marie and my title is taken from one of the songs they sang to each other.  
We have heard a lot about being called recently especially in the light of 
Richard being accepted for ordination training, and aren’t we chuffed 
about that eh?  When I was a young Christian there was much talk and 
emphasis about being called to the mission fields, meaning of course 
China or Africa etc but in the majority of cases there was no call it was just 
someone trying to organise another’s life; and as we progress on our 
pilgrimage we know there are many mission fields and not all abroad. As 
we have learnt over these past weeks God calls us in a variety of ways and 
to a wide range of tasks and it’s not always accompanied by rumbling 
thunder, pillars of fire or angelic visits. More often than not it is in the 
quiet of our hearts or in the wee small hours.  
 
Again when I was young and found it hard to discern what God wanted 
me to do I used to ask Him, why can’t I hear the trumpet of the Lord or 
why can’t you  write what you want of me in letters of fire 6 feet high? Oh 
yes the simplicity of one’s requests!! Now I think God calls me when He is 
walking in the garden in the cool of the evening and it’s more a whispered 
request than the trumpet clarion call to arms. As Andy has pointed out we 
can’t all be vicars but we can all find a corner of the vineyard to toil in.  
Service in and to the church is not always high profile or accompanied by 
much back slapping congratulations; there is much that happens in 
churches that is done quietly and unobtrusively and one never knows 
sometimes who does what until they no longer do it. Ask yourself, and 
definitely ask God, what does he want you to do, in what areas can you 
bring your talents to bear to help further and improve the life of our 
church and thus help extend the kingdom.  There is plenty of room in our 
ranks for more ‘Hewers of wood and drawers of water’.  

“ 
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 Open Church Coffee Morning  
in aid of the 

Christ Church Building Fund 

Friday August 8th 

10:00 till 12:00 

Come and have a 
Coffee & Chat 

Books, Plants & Jams for sale. 

We raised £84.00 in July 

‘’Heavenly Father many seek to be of and in your service, may you guide 
them and show them where they can serve you and in serving you help to 
serve others to the furtherance of your kingdom” 
 
The full line of the song is ‘when I’m calling you will you answer too?’ 

God richly bless you all in what you do for Him. 
 

Dave Fowler 
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WE’RE MARCHING TO ZION 
 

Well we didn’t quite march there but many of you certainly took the 
church and church hall by storm and made our festival an event that we 
will still be thinking about when the chill blasts of winter catch our coat 
tails. A very big thank you to all who made it such a success and a 
pleasure to be part of, without your considerable hard work and 
commitment it wouldn’t have been the fun it so obviously was. 
 
A big thank you from both of us for your support for the plant stall, we 
didn’t have a lot of plants left over but enough to keep the coffee 
mornings going. It was such a pleasure for us to see your interest and 
enjoyment of the plants you bought it made all the months of sowing, 
taking cuttings, potting on and watering worthwhile and of course it was 
nice for us to find that when the plants had gone we still had a lawn to 
look at.  Again a big thank you to all of you that answered my call for 
plastic bags we have loads left so they will stand us in good stead for 
next year when plastic bags are phased out by the shops. 
 
A very special thank you to David Salmon who every year rallies to the 
call and provides sterling help and support to us on the plant stall he 
helps the day go with a swing.  We aren’t resting on our laurels, no we 
don’t grow them, already we are planning for our stall next year taking 
note of what went well and what was asked for, we are already looking 
at sowing times and what seeds we have to meet these times; and if we 
continue to have mild winters it will be that much easier for to look 
after young plants. 
 

Again bless you and thank you 
 

Dave and Ruth 
- 



 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW 

PICTURES FROM THE 

2014 SUMMER FESTIVAL 

AT CHRIST CHURCH  

LAST MONTH. 

THE CHURCH WAS 

PACKED FOR THE 

GOSPEL ROAD CHOIR  

AND THE CHURCH HALL 

BUZZING WITH PEOPLE  

LOOKING FOR A 

BARGAIN AND TO 

PARTAKE OF THE 

REFRESHMENTS 

PROVIDED 



Summer Festival 2014 

Stall Takings Expenses Net income 2013 takings 

Books & Dvd’s  67.33  67.33 61.97 

Cakes & preserves 170.40  170.40 171.55 

China & glass 128.00  128.00 97.67 

Crafts & Handbags 450.55  450.55 432.05 

Cream Teas 282.15  282.15 273.20 

Temporary Tattoo's  24.25   24.25  25.88 face paint 

Flowers  69.00    69.00 116.50 

Jewellery 201.40  201.40 170.55 

Food outlet by church 187.91 -123.00   64.91  

Hand Massage   23.00    23.00   61.40 

Home made sweets 112.65 -9.60 103.05   78.91 

Ice creams 191.20  191.20 223.41 

Lunch & refreshments 509.50 -65.84 443.66 293.10 

Plants 275.80  275.80 258.38 

Grand summer draw 650.00  650.00 547.00 

Toiletries 100.40  100.40   64.35 

Tombola 306.60  306.60 280.00 

Toys & Games   81.92    81.92 134.65 

Lucky Dip   39.50    39.50   45,25 

Family Fun Zone   23.20    23.20   80.25 

TOTAL 3894.76  3696.32 3428.39 

Donations 119.00  119.00 160.00 

Expenses of performers  -250.00 -250.00  

Publicity & raffle expenses  -225.60 -225.60  

TOTAL INCOME    £3,339.72 £2,978.69 

Toilet Twinning   55.00    55.00 87.27 BDG 

Total Income   £3,394.72 £3,065.96 
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  Editor’s Bit 

On Wednesday August the 5th 1914 at 12.45am war was declared on 

Germany. On the same day German battle ships attacked the French Port 

of Bone in Algeria and German planes bombed Luneville a French Garrison 

town. 

As with The 2nd World War, most families will have been affected by this 

First World War or The Great War as it was known then.  A lot of us have 

researched our family history,  I am no exception, because I wanted to 

know what my grand parents did during that war.  My mum’s father was 

exempted because of a heart condition, that didn’t prevent him being 

presented with a white feather!  My dad’s father  on the other hand joined 

the Royal Flying Corp,  this didn’t become the RAF until 1918 towards the 

end of the war.  I think he joined as a mechanic, certainly he had enough of 

fighting  He fought in the 2nd Boer War with the  Kings Own Scottish 

Borderers and when I went up to the museum in Berwick on Tweed I 

understood, they had a very tough time of it.  But after the war the training 

came in useful when he opened his own Cycle and Wireless shop in 

Camberwell, London. 

Sad times in the Fowler house, our grey tabby mackerel cat Melita died 

unexpectedly a few weeks ago she was 18 a good age for a diabetic cat.  

We miss her. 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org  
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Church  Cleaning 

If you feel you can spare an hour in keeping our church spick 

and span  and are unable to help out on a Wednesday 

morning, a group has started up on the first Wednesday of 

the month in the evenings 

For more details contact Revd. Andy Wilson telephone 

number on back page of this magazine. 

Stamps Please! 

Please support The Leprosy Mission by saving all your postage 

stamps (British Isles and Foreign). 

The mission raises funds by selling the stamps and is a good way of 

increasing our support. 

Please place all donations in box at the back of the church. 

Thank You. 

Urgently Needed….. 

Portsmouth Family Welfare needs curtains (any size) and kitchen 

equipment for families who are being re-housed.  If you should be 

replacing such items please bear these families in mind. 

Margaret Baggs 

02392 379863 
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ENGLISH NURSE FROM WW1 WILL BE FEATURED ON 
NEW £5 COIN 
Edith Cavell, a British nurse executed by the 
Germans during World War One, is now to be 
featured on a new commemorative £5 coin. 
She was a woman who drew inspiration from the 
Bible and from her Christian upbringing in rural 
Norfolk. 
In 1914, aged 48, she headed for German-occupied 
Belgium. Here, she and her nursing team treated 
soldiers from all sides. 
She also helped some 200 Allied soldiers escape from Belgium. It was for 
this that she was captured. 
During her trial she read her Bible and prayer book . She underlined 
verses that particularly spoke to her, including Luke 23:46, ‘Into thy 
hands I commend my spirit,’ Psalm 68:30, ‘Scatter the nations that 
desire war’, and Psalm 71, ‘There is no other hope of refuge for me, 
save in thee, O Lord my God.’ 
On the night before her execution on October 12 1915, the local 
chaplain, the Rev Horace Gahan, visited her. 
She said the words that are now chiselled into her statue in Trafalgar 
Square, ‘I realise that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or 
bitterness toward anyone.’ 
She took communion, said the Lord’s Prayer and then recited the words 
of her favourite hymn, Abide with Me. 
The next morning she was taken at 5am to her execution. The last entry 
in her diary reads, ‘Died at 7am on Oct 12 1915. With love to my 
mother, E Cavell.’ 
The set of coins that will include Edith Cavell’s image will be issued next 
year. 
Treasury minister Nicky Morgan said, ‘She showed true bravery by 
helping injured soldiers, regardless of their nationality and it is right that 
she should be honoured as a British hero.’ 
The Chancellor, George Osborne, has also said that Cavell will be 

considered for a new £2 coin that would be in general circulation.  

Taken from the Bible Society website Author: Hazel Southam, 9 July 2014   
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A Listening Post 

The sun’s red ball in the oak 
And all the grass is grey with dew, 

Awhile ago a blackbird spoke- 
He didn’t know the world’s askew. 

 
And yonder rifleman and I 

Wait here behind the misty trees 
To shoot the first man that goes by 

Our rifles ready on our knees. 
How could he know that if we fail 

The world may lie in chains for years 
And England be a bygone tale 

And right be wrong, and laughter tears? 
 

Strange that this bird sits there and sings 
While we must only sit and plan- 

Who are so much the higher things- 
The murder of our fellow man…. 

 
But maybe God will cause to be- 

Who brought forth sweetness from the strong- 
Out of our discords harmony 
Sweeter than the bird’s song 

 
ROBERT ERNEST VERNEDE 1875-1917 

Was killed  by machine gun fire while serving in the Royal Fusiliers.  
Born in London, he was a professional writer, prior to the war had several 
books published.  
 

Taken from ‘In Flanders Fields and other Poems of the First World War 
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Mission of the Month – August 2014 
STREET  PASTORS  PORTSMOUTH   
 

Portsmouth Street Pastors is now in its 8th year.  In the 
early days,volunteers went out to the pub and club areas in the city 
centre on Friday nights only.  Over the years they have included Saturday 
nights and they also spend some time in the Albert Road and Palmerston 
Road areas of Southsea. They rely heavily on volunteers who form part of 
the teams, and most of them work around 60 hours a year.  They usually 
work a 5-6 hour shift once a month. 

When patrolling the streets their primary aim is to help the vulnerable in 
the appropriate way.  They work closely with the Police, CCTV, 
Paramedics (Safe Space) and door staff.  Last year they responded to 400 
incidents: Alcohol (102) Vulnerability (241) Passive Calming (27) and 
Active Calming (31). 

The Pastors find it amazing and encouraging to know how well respected 
they are in the city, and how many people approach them to chat and 
thank them for the work they do. Many of these contacts result in 
conversations about their Christian faith motivation. They are grateful to 
other volunteers who give their time as Prayer Pastors, who pray for the 
teams while they are out on the streets and also to a wider prayer 
support network. 

In April a Commissioning service was held at the Oasis Church with over 
150 people attending. The Revd. Les Isaacs OBE, the founder of the street 
pastor movement, shared in formally commissioning  40 street pastors 
which included 9 new trainees for Portsmouth.  The next training 
programme starts in September.  Do get in touch if you are interested in 
this rewarding and worthwhile work. 

e-mail  Portsmouth@streetpastors.org.uk or phone 07809 627770 

 

Ros Molloy 
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Church News from Around the World 

Christians flee northern Iraq 

A new insurgent offensive against Christian villages in the north of Iraq 
has meant thousands of Christians have had to flee from their homes. 
Meanwhile, the US Secretary of State, John Kerry, has recently warned 
that the Isis insurgency could morph into an even wider regional conflict 
as Iranian surveillance drones and Syrian airstrikes have hit Iraq. 

US working for Meriam Ibrahim exit from Sudan 

The United States is working with Sudanese officials to ensure that 
Meriam Ibrahim, who was detained trying to leave the country after 
being freed from prison, can leave the Sudan with her family. As we go to 
press, she and her husband are staying at the US Embassy. Meriam is 
being investigated by the Sudanese police for alleged irregularities with 
her travel documents. The police have refused to release the family on 
bail whilst they carry out their investigation. Christians in Sudan ask for 
prayer that Meriam and her family will be unconditionally released by 
the police and that the police will conclude their investigation without 
charging Meriam 

Help the Balkans 

The floods in the Balkans – Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina - may be 
half forgotten by people in the UK, but this Spring thousands of homes 
and entire communities were wiped out, left without water, electricity, 
and feet deep in mud. The long-term outlook is bleak. If you can help by 
donating to the emergency Balkans flood appeal you will provide food, 
blankets, clothing and shelter, all to be distributed by partners on the 
ground. Details at: www.transformeeuropenow.org 
 
Please Pray for persecuted Christians around the world, for their 
protection and safety. 
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTURY PEDESTAL 

 JULY 2014 
 

Provided by: 

 

03/08/14 Rita Drake in memory of her parents 

   Also Wedding of David Gentle and  

   Robyn Stanley 

 

10/08/14 Available 

 

24/08/14 Available 

 

24/08/14 Wedding of Adam Harvey and Tracy 

  Hawkins 

31/08/14 Available 

Flower Stewards for August 

Ann Richardson & Barbara Hatton 

023 92254986 
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Magazine Contributions for the June Portsdown Post   

 by Friday August 16th 

Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to: 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org  

For the Record :   

Baptisms 

None 
 

Weddings  
None 
 

Funerals 

2nd July 2014 
Kathleen Elizabeth Woolven 
Died 3rd June 2014 

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch  

Will take place on  

Friday August 22 

At 12:30pm 

Main course & Pudding 

Tea & Coffee 

Book your place at back of the church  

Gill Cross 01243 373174  
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 8th July 2014 

 The PCC congratulated Richard Hutchins on being selected for 
ordination training that will commence in September over 3 years.  
The PCC prayed for Richard and his family at this wonderful news. 

 The PCC expect to be able to recruit a hall cleaner in the near future. 

 The PCC received a report on the external noticeboards around the 
church and hall and will be considering the future image style of 
noticeboards. 

 The PCC noted that the drainage to the church hall had been serviced 
and improvements were immediately noticed.  Quotes were awaited 
for a similar service and improvements to the church drainage. 

 The PCC noted that the 2014 Gift Day had been well supported and 
funds were still being received.  A donation of £500 to the Building 
Fund was also reported. 

 Rev Annie McCabe updated the PCC on arrangements for the Summer 
Festival on Saturday 12th July which was another wonderful 
opportunity for Christ Church to reach out into the local community. 

 The PCC discussed the arrangements that would be needed to cover 
the absence of the vicar from 1st January to 31st March 2015 on 
extended ministerial development leave. 

 The PCC congratulated the vicar on being appointed as chaplain to 
Havant & Waterlooville Football Club. 

 From August 2014, the PCC will move their meetings from a Tuesday 
night to Wednesday night. 

 The PCC received an update from the Buildings Development Group 

 The PCC will be supporting the Ride & Stride event on 13th Sept and 
will be looking for a volunteer to co-ordinate activities. 

 The PCC received an update on a new initiative being progressed 
within the diocese to enable discussion about death and funerals. 

Graham Olway MBE 
PCC Secretary 
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Please note that neither Evening Wives nor 

Mothers Union meet in the month of August 



Church Leaders 

Vicar Revd. Andy Wilson  

Curate Revd. Sandy Phillips  

Curate Revd. Anne McCabe  

Wardens Ismay Doughty  

  Dave Fowler  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Church Office    

Parish  Administrator Keith Fisher  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Stewardship Officer Richard Hutchins  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Evening Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Pat Hatchard  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Rainbows (Thursday) Nicola Blofield  

Brownies (Thursday) Becky Hodges  

Guides (Thursday) Mrs M Calway Kennedy  

Beavers (Tuesday) Elaine Isaac  

Cubs (Wednesday) Elaine Issac  

Scouts (Friday) Mark Issac  


