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April 2015 Services
Thursday 2nd

Maundy Thursday at COGS

19:00

Holy Communion (with foot washing)

Friday 3rd

Good Friday

10:00

Procession of Witness at Christ Church

14:00

Service at St Johns Purbrook

Sunday 5th

Easter Day

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Family Communion

Sunday 12th

Easter 2

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

Sunday 19th

Easter 3

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse in Hall

Holy Communion

18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 26th

Easter 4

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

18:00

Evensong (BCP)
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Wed

01-Apr

19:30

Church cleaning

Thurs

02-Apr

10.00

Prayer meeting contact June Ames

Fri

03-Apr

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

04-Apr

17:00

Worship Band

Tue

7-Apr

14:15

Mothers Union

Wed

8-Apr

19:45

No Evening Wives

Fri

10-Apr

10:00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Fri

10-Apr

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

11-Apr

10:00

Lighthouse Activity in Church Hall

Sat

11-Apr

17:00

Worship Band

Fri

17-Apr

14:15

Friday Friends

Fri

17-Apr

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

18-Apr

17:00

Worship Band

Wed
Fri

22-Apr
24-Apr

19:30
12:30

PCC
Neighbourhood Lunch

Fri

24-Apr

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

25-Apr

09:00

Women's’ Breakfast at Cogs

Sat

25-Apr

17:00

Worship Band

Wed

29-Apr

19:30

APCM in church hall

Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00 - 09:30
Wednesday/Thursday Holy Communion 10:00 –10:30
(Alternate weeks with St Johns Purbrook)
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From the Vicarage
The start of 2015 has been different from any other year for me. From
January to March I was privileged to be given a break from my regular
ministry for a time of Ministerial Development – what we used to call a
sabbatical. So, what have I been up to?
The aim of this time was for me to be refreshed, informed and enthused for
the next stage of my ministry. So in January I concentrated on being
refreshed and tried not to do too much; to take time to enjoy life. At the
beginning of the month Jacqui’s sister and brother-in-law visited from New
Zealand, and the month ended with my Dad’s 90th birthday, for which we
organised a party. It was good to be able to give time to those important
family occasions.
In February and early March, I went away on a variety of courses and
conferences. I relished the beauty of Lee Abbey, a Retreat Centre on the
north coast of Devon, where I spent a week in retreat, attending to my own
relationship with God. At the heart of the week was 72 hours of silence,
when the only times I spoke were in the hour each day I spent with a
Spiritual Director and in the liturgy of the daily services. I left renewed and
with ideas of how to keep it that way!
I was enthused by a course on growing churches. As the PCC seeks the way
forward for Christ Church, I have learnt much about what has borne fruit in
other parishes, which I will consider with the PCC over the coming months.
I also attended a conference of football chaplains. During my leave I have
continued my role as chaplain to Havant & Waterlooville FC (having only
started at the beginning of this season, it was too early to take a break) and
it was good to meet other football chaplains and compare notes.
Finally, I spent a week at a Theological College for an in-depth study of the
book of Ecclesiastes. The majority of the other students on the course are
soon to be ordained and it was a joy to interact with them as we grappled
with this often overlooked book of the Bible. Expect to hear quotes from
Ecclesiastes in sermons soon – or maybe a whole series!
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Each Sunday, Jacqui and I have worshipped at a different church. It has
been a blessing to be able to worship without worrying when something
goes wrong (and we saw a few ‘mistakes’), but it has also been an
opportunity to learn from what others are doing and, in discussion
afterwards, to find out why they have decided to do what they do.
It’s great to return to our own church family in time for Easter as we
remember together why we do all this. The message of the Son of God
overcoming death in order to restore our relationship with God is too
important to keep to ourselves.
A lot has happened at Christ Church while I’ve been away. I’m looking
forward to catching up as we move on to whatever God has in store for us
next.
Finally a huge thank you from Jacqui & I for the gifts that we received
from the congregation and the PCC. They were a great surprise and have
enabled us to enjoy this time all the more. We also have a bit of spending
money for the final part, a pilgrimage to the Holy Land which we
undertake in June.
“Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive
with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4).
Happy Easter!
Andy
Revd Andy Wilson
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Hospitality in a Muslim Country
A number of years ago I had the pleasure and privilege of working in Oman
in a town called Salalah. During the 3 months I was there a local taxi driver
(and gentleman), who had taken me and some colleagues on a journey had
taken to honking his horn at me whenever he saw me walking around town
and shouting ”Tracey, you need taxi?” During this period we had exchanged
usual pleasantries and smiles. It was whilst visiting a local mosque, which
housed the tomb of the Father of Mary, with 2 other colleagues, that the
taxi driver unbeknown to me, had seen me enter the mosque. At the point
of our exit from the Tomb he had left his taxi standing and ran into the
mosque, saw me and gestured for me to see him outside the Tomb. Upon
our exit and with his arms flailing he very excitedly exclaimed that he did
not want me to be in any trouble and that he wanted to check with the
mosque elder that it was ok for us to be visiting this sacred place. My colleagues, one with a bemused face, never having seen the taxi driver or his
honking taxi! And one smiling with amusement having experienced this occurrence, stood waiting for our friendly taxi driver to return.
Upon his return and with hands gesticulating excitedly to the heavens and
loudly proclaiming for all around to hear “Allah, Allah, All is good” the Elder
had declared that the “Bible and the Koran were the same same, Mohammad and Jesus same same so no problem for us to visit the mosque and pay
our homage to the Father of Mary. But! It was not good for people who
worshipped idols to be there”, so saying as he looked at our Indian colleague who quickly shook his head and proclaimed he was a Christian(!).
Whenever I think of this event I always smile and think of Mohammad, my
friendly taxi driver honking his horn and asking if I needed a taxi and in a
way my own guardian angel whilst wandering the old streets of Salalah and
seeing the rich heritage of this muslim country. With the current climate
and the radical followers I always remind myself that there is good and bad
in any society and ponder: Bible, Koran Same Same… J
Tracey Harvey
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Christ Church Visitors
We are a small team made up of people within Christ Church's
congregation, and our aim is to be a listening ear to our fellow
church members. We don't need a concern or worry to visit, but
if you have one we are happy to listen, we can also share good
news, laugh and have a joke, a cup of tea is optional.
Visiting is normally about an hour and arranged at a mutually
convenient time.
For more information or to arrange a visit .
please speak to any of our clergy team, Sheila Gill or myself,

Karina Golledge

Church Cleaning
Could you feel you can spare an hour in
keeping our church spick and span and would
be able to help out on a Wednesday
afternoon, for more details contact Ros
Molloy,
A Little Reminder
Could everyone remember to fill in the First Aid accident books
both in the church hall and the church. It is important for us to
keep a record –even if you only use a plaster.
Sheila Taylor
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
Goodbye is said to be the saddest word in the English language and there
is a line in a song that asks “What’s good about goodbye?” There is a
finality about it that conveys several emotions sometimes all mixed
together; sadness, regret sometimes deep sorrow about what is being left
behind. We have probably said it ourselves at some time or, if not, we
have certainly heard someone else say ‘but I never had chance to say
goodbye’.
In this context it usually means that the person being said goodbye to has
set out on that journey of no return and there is a whole wealth of
meaning behind the phrase. Regret for things said or not said, sadness for
experiences not shared and now never will be, memories cut off never to
be laughed at or cried over, the do you remember parts of life’s shared
treasures, of friends past and present, places and things that make up lives
that have travelled together in good times and bad. The ultimate regret
and sadness that this phrase conveys is “I never told them how much they
meant to me and how much I loved them” This doesn’t have to happen of
course, there is that line from the poem says ‘don’t bring flowers after I’m
gone’ in other words tell someone how much they mean to you now, tell
them they are loved now and always have been.
We are coming up to that time in the Christian year where we see the
ultimate act of reconciliation made by Jesus between Himself, His Father
and us and look at what it cost Him to start with!! Why not build on His
example, act before it’s too late and you can’t make amends for past
hurts, real and imagined because the person concerned is no longer with
you. Let us tear down the veil in our hearts that keeps us separated from
someone we should really be close to and let all the bottled up love and
emotions see the light of day in reconciliation with whoever. None of us
want to live a life full of if only’s or of should have beens / would have
beens so don’t!! Ensure that you say a lot of hellos with a smile and a hug
before you have that finality of saying goodbye, but, if you do have to say
goodbye, ensure you imbue it with the unsaid warmth of ‘till we meet
again’
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We say goodbye to Annie very shortly but it’s not really goodbye it’s only a
case of saying in the words of the song ‘I’ll be seeing you in all the old
familiar places, I’ll find you in the morning sun and when the sky is blue’
Annie is only moving down the road so our paths will still cross and be
entwined, it will be just as sad for her to go as it will be for us to see her go.
Let us make sure we say everything to her that needs saying and may our
good wishes be warm, our sadness tinged with joy and that any promises
we make, we keep. Au Revoir Annie ‘here’s to the next time’ as Henry Hall
used to say!!
God Bless you all in all your circumstances
Dave Fowler

Open Church Coffee Morning
in aid of the
Christ Church Building Fund
Friday April 10th

10:00 till 12:00
Come and have a Coffee & Slice of cake
Books & Jams for sale
Thank you we took over £47 last month.

All proceeds will go towards
building our church toilet
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Women’s Breakfast@
Cogs with Christ Church

and St John’s Purbrook
Saturday 25th April 2015
Starting at 9,00am

Come and enjoy breakfast,
Worship, talk and prayer
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NO FOIL LIKE, AN OLD ‘FOIL’
Its well over two years since we stopped collecting aluminium foil and yet
we regularly find it in front of the doors or in the porch. Whoever is doing it
is wasting their efforts on our behalf because it just goes to the tip. If you
are the one who is still collecting foil for us please stop you are just making
more work. Likewise if you know someone who is collecting it then please
ask them to stop. You might, like I did, meet someone coming up the drive
with several bags of foil, if you do please ask them to take them away because we don’t know how long they will sit on the church doorstep until
someone sees them and disposes of them. We were grateful in the past
for foil because it was economically viable but then the price dropped and
it wasn’t worth the effort of sorting it out from a lot of the rubbish people
thought was foil and then transporting it to the scrap yard. Thank you for
your co-operation in the past and thank you all for your fund raising efforts.
Dave Fowler

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday April 24th
At 12:30pm
Roast Beef, Yorkshire Pudding & St Clements Cheesecake
Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 788 524
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The Crossroad
The road was hard, no turning back,
The way ordained by mighty God.
‘Your will, not mine’ was all He said,
As humbly down that path He trod.
The crowd that cheered Him once with palms
Began to shout for Him to die,
They chose Barabbas in his stead
And with one voice cried ‘Crucify!’

Between two thieves on Calvary's hill
They put to death the Prince of Life.
One cried for help, the other cursed The first was promised Paradise.
This promise now is for us all:
Christ gave His life to set us free.
The Cross divides, it always will The question is: what side are we?
By Megan Carter
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Prayer of Easter Hope
Dear Father,
When we have lost someone we love, the world seems very
dark. Sometimes we might feel that our world has ended, and
it’s hard to turn round and glimpse any light ahead.
But you, Lord, know all about that, and you care.
You sent Jesus to overcome death and lead us into the light of
his forgiveness and freedom - to new and eternal life.
Help us Lord, like Mary, to turn away from the darkness death
wants to scare us with, and to reach out to you.
Help us to take courage, strength and confidence from the
reality of Jesus’ resurrection.
He is alive and we are his. There is nothing to fear. All shall be
well.
Hallelujah.
Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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Countdown To
Christian Aid Week
10 -16th May 2015
Christ Church will be organising house to house collections again this year.
We know Jesus challenges us to love our neighbour. Christian Aid gives us
the chance to help our global neighbour too .
More people are always welcome to help deliver and collect envelopes
among the houses in the local area. From Easter Sunday 5 th April the list
will be in church for helpers to sign up(you need to be 18 or over to collect
and it must all be done within the dates above).
If you can spare just an hour or need to know more then I would love to
hear from you.
Jackie Quinn
Christian Aid Organiser
(usually available in church or tel. 02392 619709)

We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am
Events in April 2015
7th April The Mysteries and Histories of Nursery Rhymes
A Talk by Mrs T Daines
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Editor’s Bit
I have just been speaking to my brother on the telephone.
He lives in Germany and we don’t see each other very much, but we keep
in touch regularly by telephone.
I have been watching Heir Hunters on TV just lately. It is a program about
what happens when people die without leaving a will, if there is an estate
teams of professionals explore family trees in the hope of tracking down
someone who can inherit it. Most people say that it’s not the money that
is important, it is the fact that families lose touch with each other and
quite often it is cousins who meet up through the research that has gone
on to find them.
It got me thinking how important it is to keep in touch with family, I have
found cousins either through inheriting or through my own research. It has
reminded me to keep up the contact with them. It is so sad when we have
a funeral at Christ Church and there are only a few people among the

mourners.. So many people find out too late because someone has died,
and that person has been alone with maybe just a neighbor left to talk to.

Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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Mission of the Month Barnabas Fund
At least 16 people have been killed and over 70 injured when Taliban
suicide bombers attacked two Lahore churches in one of the largest
Christian communities in Pakistan on (Sunday 15 March). Barnabas Fund
has already sent emergency aid to our partners on the ground who are
working to bring relief in the midst of tragedy
There is an urgent need for finance to cover medical care and funeral costs,
as well as basic needs for impoverished families who have lost their
principal earner. Will you help us support our brothers and sisters in their
suffering and grief?
The attacks took place as Christians met together for Sunday morning
worship services in the predominantly Christian neighbourhood of
Youhanabad in Lahore, capital of Pakistan’s Punjab province. The two
churches targeted were separated from each other by about half a
kilometre.
In both cases, the bombers were stopped at the church gates by police
officers and church guards and, unable to enter, blew themselves up at the
entrances to the churches. The explosions took place within minutes of
each other, creating a deadly chaos as broken window panes and blood
scattered the sites. Two police officers who guarded the church gates were
among the dead. The death toll, now 16, is expected to continue to rise.
“We are paying a heavy cost,” said our partner Rt. Rev. Irfan Jamil, Church
of Pakistan Bishop of Lahore. “We strongly condemn and lack words to
express our feelings of the sad incident in the churches of Youhanabad. I
salute those security personnel who lost their lives in stopping the
terrorists and saved many lives. The grief and sorrow of the families who
have lost their loved ones and those who have been injured is
immeasurable. We pray for comfort among the grieved families and pray
for speedy recovery of the wounded.” .
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Barnabas Fund is sending aid through the Diocese of Lahore to help the
victims.
Youhanabad is one of the biggest Christian communities in the country,
with over 100,000 Christians among its population. Barnabas Fund
supports two Christian primary schools as well as an orphanage in this
neighbourhood of the city.
On that day, a twin suicide bombing killed 99 Christians and injured at least
140 who met to worship together. The Christian community in Peshawar is
a small minority in an overwhelmingly Muslim population and the attack
was one of the deadliest to occur against Pakistani Christians. Combined
with Sunday’s attacks, the message that the Taliban are sending to
Pakistan’s Christians is that they have the capacity to attack Christians
whether they are in the minority or in the majority.
Since the devastation of the Peshawar attacks, police presence at churches
has been stepped up, and it is thanks to the brave police and church guards
who prevented the suicide bombers from entering Lahore’s churches that
the death toll is not much greater.
Please help Christians in Pakistan whose lives have been forever changed
by yesterday’s attacks. Please pray:


Pray that God will comfort those who have lost family members
and friends in the attacks on the churches in Lahore.



Pray that God will bring full healing and restoration to the many
Christians who were injured in the bombings.



Pray that God will protect His people in Pakistan against future
violence and that they will be able to respond with forgiveness and
self-control
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Smile Lines from The Parish Pump
How to Get Rich Quick
A young man asked an rich old man how he had made his fortune. The old
man replied:
"Well, lad, it was 1932, the depth of the Great Depression. I was down to
my last shilling. I invested that shilling in an apple. I spent a few minutes
polishing that apple and sold the apple for a shilling and six pence. The
next morning, I invested that shilling in another apple, and after carefully
polishing it, also sold it for a shilling and six pence. I continued this system
for a month and by the end of which I'd accumulated a fortune of 14 shillings. Then my wife's father died and left us two million pounds."
Thought for the Day
The biggest lie I tell myself is "I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it."
For MPs only
At the pearly gates, St. Peter greeted a minister and a member of parliament and gave them their room keys. "Vicar, here are the keys to one of
our nicest single rooms. And for you, Mr MP, the keys to our finest penthouse suite." The vicar began to protest that this was unfair. "Listen," St.
Peter said, "ministers are a ten a penny up here, but this is the first MP
we've ever seen."
Dial
They have Dial-a-Prayer for atheists now.
You call up and it rings and rings but nobody answers
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IT FINALLY HAD TO HAPPEN REGRETFULLY
While our church finances are in a healthy state we still need to raise more
money to keep them that way to ensure that we can pay our way in the
world. With this in mind the PCC regretfully took the decision to approach
Portsmouth City Council with a view to acquiring some parking meters.
Negotiations have been successful and the said machines will be arriving
shortly. It will be a joint venture between both PCC’s with us sharing part
of the income from the machines with said Portsmouth Council which will
be on a 30 / 70 % basis with us getting the 70%. The machines will be sited
thus: - 4 down the south side of church, front to back, and 2 directly in
front of the double doors of the church, these will operate 24/7 with no
concessions. If successful the scheme will be extended to the church hall
car park and the scout hut car park, ultimately the final part of the scheme
will be to include the layby in the front of the church again on a 24/7 basis
with no concessions.
Charges have yet to be set and agreed by all bodies concerned so please
watch this space and listen out for announcements during the services. At
present we have 2 wardens, but it’s proposed that we have a third, that of
Traffic Warden and said person will only be answerable to the Treasurer to
whom all parking appeals will be made and most likely rejected. The post
of Traffic Warden will be voted on during the next APCM so if you would
like to be considered for this non stipendiary post please put your
application form, with CV and references in the appropriate pigeon hole.
Let us all play our part to make this a resounding success, oh and yes there
will be CCTV to ensure there is no vandalism, so get behind it and give it
your all!!
Yours in anticipation of the proceeds
Dave Fowler
(Sent in on the 1st of April)
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For the Record :
Baptisms
None

Weddings
None

Funerals
24th February 2015
Anthony James Elliott died 7th February aged 74
6th March 2015
Brian John Woolley died 3rd February aged 78

Stamps Please!
Please support The Leprosy Mission by saving all your postage stamps
(British Isles and Foreign)
The mission raises funds by selling the stamps and is a good way of
increasing our support.
Please place all donations at the back of the church.
Thank you .for responding
Margaret Baggs
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Flowers for the Sanctuary Pedestal
April 2015
05/04/15

Easter Sunday

12/04/15.

Sheila King, in memory of her
husband Brian and their Wedding
Anniversary

19/04/15.

Available

26/04/15.

Jim and Ros Molloy in thanksgiving
for their Wedding Anniversary

Flower Steward for April – Sheila King and Sheila
Taylor
92253074/01329609382

Magazine Contributions for the May Portsdown Post
by Friday 17th April
Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 25th February 2015


The PCC received a presentation from Neil Pugmire,
Diocesan Communications Adviser about a potential Christ
Church logo, colour and image design, noticeboards etc and
have agreed a Design Brief so that options can be produced
for review.



The PCC agreed that Sandra Morgan, who has preached
several times at Christ Church as a Reader, would be
supported by Christ Church in applying to renew her Readers
Licence.



The PCC had received a letter of thanks from Southern
Domestic Abuse Service for donations of much needed items
over the last year and from Andy & Jacqui Wilson for a gift
from the PCC during Andy’s Extended Ministerial Development
Leave.



The PCC noted that Church bank balances continued to
look very positive.



The PCC received an updated report from Matt Doe,
Webmaster, on the usage of the website.



The PCC received a report on the activities of the Good
Neighbours scheme that had increased by 38% in the last year
and were grateful for the generous gift made by the Good
Neighbours Initiative for the use of the Church Hall and office
facilities.



The PCC agreed to the proposed financial controls of the
Good Neighbours finances.



The PCC agreed to a diocesan request to enable some
Brazilian architects to work on a scheme at Christ Church.
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The PCC agreed to a request by the Buildings
Development Group to investigate an alternative design for the
toilet that would be discussed with the DAC.



The PCC received news about further joint activities within
the Portsdown Cluster and gave their full support.



The PCC noted that over £400 had been donated by the
congregation to a gift for Andy & Jacqui Wilson during Andy’s
Extended Ministerial Development Leave (EMDL).



A Bring & Share Lunch was proposed for Sunday 12 th April
to welcome Andy back from his EMDL.



The PCC noted that there were likely to be at least 4
vacancies on the PCC from the APCM.



The PCC noted that the Diocese had circulated information on
the need to display food content to help people with any
allergies
Graham Olway MBE
Christ Church PCC Secretary
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate
Curate
Wardens

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd. Sandy Phillips
Revd. Anne McCabe
Ismay Doughty
Dave Fowler

9237 5360
9226 7740
07552755229
9226 9684
9237 3099

Lighthouse
Church Office
Parish Administrator
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary

Jackie Quinn
Keith Fisher
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler

9261 9709
9237 9992
9223 0761
92384873
9237 5360
9237 3099

Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Ruth Fowler
Richard Hutchins
Matt Doe
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

9237 3099
9221 9339
07950116390
92359145
92370583
07842 367490

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

9237 5360
9235 1532

Scout & Guide Hut
Rainbows (Thursday)
Brownies (Thursday)
Guides (Thursday)
Beavers (Tuesday)
Cubs (Wednesday)
Scouts (Friday)

Nicola Blofield
Becky Hodges
Mrs M Calway Kennedy
Elaine Isaac
Elaine Issac
Mark Issac

078 9602 7255
9261 5510
9225 3011
9234 3247
9234 3247
9234 3247

