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Sunday 3rd

Thomas

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 lighthouse (age 3-7) Holy Communion in ordinary time
18:00 for 18:30

New Wine @ CoGS

Sunday 10th

Sea Sunday

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30 l

Family Service

Sunday 17th

Trinity 8

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse (age3-7) Holy Communion in ordinary time
18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 24th

Trinity 9

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service & Baptism

Sunday 31st

Trinity 10

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Rotary Service
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Fri

01-July 14:15

Friday Friends in church hall

Sat

02-July 09:00

Church cleaning

Sat

02-July 11:00

Ordination of Mark James at cathedral

Sat

02-July 17:00

Worship Band

Sun

03-July 18:00

New Wine Celebration @CoGS

Tues

05-July 14:15

Mothers union in small hall

Thurs

05-July 10:00

Parish prayer meeting see June Ames

Thurs

07-July 10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Thurs

07-July 19:00

Gospel Road

Sat

09-July 12:00

Christ Church Festival

Sat

09-July

Tue

12-July 14:15

Mothers Union Tea Party

Wed

13-July 19:45

Evening Wives

Thurs

14-July 10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Fri

15-Julu 14:15

Friday Friends in church hall

Sat

16-July 09:00

Who let the Dads out in church hall

Tue

19-July 19:30

Holy Land Pilgrimage 2018 talk

Wed

20-July 19:30

PCC

Thurs

21-July 10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Fri

22-July 12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Thurs

17.00

Worship Band

28-July

Holy Communion @ St Johns

During the building work there will be no
Tuesday Morning Prayer in church,
Holy Communion will be at 10 30 each Thursday
At St Johns Purbrook
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From the Vicarage
After all the speculation, posturing and vitriol, the EU referendum is now
behind us. Some are delighted with the result, others are devastated.
Personally I am dismayed – you may feel different. However we feel, one
thing is clear and that is that the future is uncertain. We do not know what
the implications of this decision will be and how the government will
recreate relationships with other nations. To be honest, we do not know
how the government will repair relationships within itself.
On the day after the referendum, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
issued a joint statement which included these words:
As citizens of the United Kingdom, whatever our views during
the referendum campaign, we must now unite in a common
task to build a generous and forward looking country,
contributing to humans flourishing around the world. We must
remain hospitable and compassionate, builders of bridges and
not barriers. Many of those living among us and alongside us
as neighbours, friends and work colleagues come from
overseas and some will feel a deep sense of insecurity. We
must respond by offering reassurance, by cherishing our
wonderfully diverse society, and by affirming the unique
contribution of each and every one.
Whatever the future holds, we must be a society of bridge-builders and
the church must be at the heart of that. As Christians, even in the most
uncertain of times, we must continue to look out for the needy and the
marginalised, we must not let our differences destroy us and we must
remember that there is one who is constant and reliable.
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God is not human, that he should lie,
not a human being, that he should change his mind.
Does he speak and then not act?
Does he promise and not fulfil?
(Numbers 23:19)
Andy
Revd Andy Wilson
Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant /
Chaplain, Havant & Waterlooville FC

From the editor -this prayer was posted on the church of
England website

A Prayer for Reconciliation
after the EU Referendum
Eternal God, Light of the nations,
in Christ you make all things new:
guide our nation in the coming days through the inspiration of your
Spirit,
that understanding may put an end to discord and all bitterness.
Give us grace to rebuild bonds of trust
that together we may work for the dignity and flourishing of all;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Editor’s Bit
I have to put my hands up its all my fault! I was complaining about the
lack of rain and put out the soaker hose round the beans and seedlings.
Nearly all the water butts (11) in the garden had run dry and the two on
the patio I had topped up with the three at the top of the drive, I had
resorted to filling the hydroponic greenhouse butt with tap water, (but
try to avoid doing so unless as an emergency)-when

it rained and

hasn't hardly stopped raining since. Due to the absence of the regular
visits from hedgehogs over the last few years, the poor runner and broad
beans were being eaten by slugs and snails. For me slug pellets are a

step too far as we have cats, foxes and birds and, until recently a very
poorly hedgehog.

So out came an old bottle of beer that was

languishing in the cupboard and I poured just a little beer into half a
dozen bottoms of coke bottles that I was using to try and protect the
runner beans. So watch this space we may yet have beans this year!

The cats have been dealing with the wet weather, Pip curls up in a chair
in the garage, the three golden oldies stay indoors unless the sun comes
out and Squinny, after spending his first 3 years indoors, spends his time
in the front garden under the shrubs, occasionally complaining to me
about the rain (how did he know it was all my fault?)
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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Homegroup Schedule – Summer 2016
Day

Monday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Time 7.30-9.00pm

2.00-3.30pm

7.30-9.00pm

8.00-9.30pm

Lead

Dave Fowler

Jacqui Wilson

Sandra Morgan Sarah Collins /
Pauline Letters

Host

Diana Hutchins Molly Ayling

Jean Partridge

Helen Love

4th July

6th July

6th July

6th July

18th July

20th July

20th July

20th July

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday July 22nd
At 12:30pm
Menu:
Quiche, Curried potato salad, green salad
Chocolate brownies, fruit and ice cream

Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524
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“Hopefully by now most of you will have heard of The Parish Giving
Scheme and realised that we at Christ Church are making use of this
excellent resource. If you were at the Annual Meeting in April you will
have heard Victoria James the Diocesan Stewardship Officer give a very
well received presentation on the subject, and I am pleased to report
that so far we have 22 individuals or couples signed up to the scheme. If
you still haven’t considered joining, please take a purple leaflet from the
back of church or speak to me or any member of the PCC about it.
The Parish Giving Scheme is just one way in which you can support Christ
Church financially. I am well aware that many people give up lots of their
time to help keep the church running, whether by cleaning, helping in the
churchyard, serving on various committees or contributing to services in
many different ways, but unfortunately we do also need money! In 2015
the normal running costs of the church and parish averaged out at
£6,842 per month - that’s not including any of the improvements in
equipment or facilities that we are privileged to be enjoying. Whilst the
church does receive a small amount of income from fees for weddings
and funerals, profit from hall lettings, loose cash in the collection bags
and of course the Advent Fayre and Summer Festival, the vast majority of
the necessary funds to keep us going come from planned, regular givers.
As treasurer, I am very grateful to everyone who gives financially to
Christ Church, and as we prepare to pay the last instalment on the
building work I am very aware that we have exhausted almost all our
‘Reserves’ (or savings to use a different term). I am therefore asking two
things of you:
1)

That you do not stop giving to the Building Fund – if we want
to make any more improvements (to the driveway, heating,
seating etc.) we will need to build this fund up again. We
currently have 7 donors who give regularly to this fund – speak to
me if you would like to join them.
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2)
That you review how much and how often you give to Christ
Church. It is a huge help to have a regular income as the bills come very
regularly! The best way to give regularly to Christ Church is through the
Parish Giving Scheme for the reasons outlined at the Annual Meeting, or
if not by standing order or envelopes. But if we give by one of these
means it is very easy to keep giving the same amount year after year
when expenses are always going up. If you don’t yet give regularly,
please consider it (again, you can speak to me in complete confidence at
any time), and if you would like to support the church more but are not
currently in a position to, have you considered mentioning Christ Church
in your will? It might not be me who ‘sees’ the benefit, but as we
received a legacy a few months ago from someone who attended the
church in the 1950s I can assure you it is always welcomed!

If you are still reading this article, thank you for your patience, and I hope
you receive it in the spirit in which it is meant, that is to celebrate all we do
together as a Christian Community (the Summer Festival is a shining
example of that – I hope you all help as much as you can) but also to remind
us that we need to be good stewards of all that God has given us and use
our financial resources wisely. I hope you agree with me that Christ Church is
worth supporting.
Jacqui Wilson
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am
July Events
July 12th

Bring and share tea party (and a raffle) at
8 Binness Way Farlington

Evening Wives
July events
For July we are meeting at 38 Downend Road, Drayton.
A planning meeting for the rest of the year
Norma Gibney (number on back page)

Calling all you knitters
Have you any odd balls of wool hiding away?
There is a dedicated group of knitters who
provide visiting sailor's from foreign climes with
warm woolly hats, scarves and mufflers to
keep them warm at sea in colder climates
Please leave at the back of the church.
Margaret Baggs
10
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SUMMER FESTIVAL 2016
Saturday 9th July 2015, 12 noon to 4pm - It’s almost time!
Well the months have disappeared as we have been planning and now the
Festival is in our sights. The preparation for our community event, as always, is like putting together a big jigsaw, although sometimes we feel like
we haven’t got all the right pieces or even enough pieces! But amazingly,
we know that it will eventually come together and happen on the day!
For us, the joy of the event is on the day itself, when everything is ready
and we can welcome hundreds of people from our community to Christ
Church. There is always such a feel good atmosphere and with everyone
enjoying themselves, there is laughter, fun and hopefully plenty of sunshine! It’s always great to meet new people, particularly if they haven’t
been to Christ Church before, everyone is assured of a very warm welcome. So, if you are reading this, and you haven’t been along to our Summer Festival or Advent Fayre before, why not make this the time you do?
We are a friendly bunch, and we would be really pleased to see you.
We have a full programme, which will be available on the day, so make
sure you don’t miss anything, and if you live in the parish you will be receiving a leaflet through your door anytime soon.
This year in addition to live entertainment, your favourite stalls, refreshments and lots of fun for everyone, we have introduced new things for the
young ones.
The Kids’ Fun Zone, which will be inside and outside the Scout and Guide
Hall which is directly behind the Church Hall. It will include Story Time, Face
Painting and tattoos, Teddy Tombola, Balletbabes dancing school, Name
the Teddy Bear, Games with the Guides and a Fancy Dress parade. There
will also be a Fire Engine and Harley Davidson motorbikes on display, let’s
hope it stays fine! Observant ones among you will find this information on
the reverse of the publicity leaflet.
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The Fancy Dress Parade is for children up to 7 years, accompanied by an
adult, it isn’t a competition, it’s just for fun, and every child taking part will
be given a small gift. Come along to the Kid’s Fun Zone at 2.45pm on the
day and join us.
Helpers - we have received offers of help to date, but we always have
plenty of room for more, particularly so that those that are volunteering get
time for a well-earned cuppa! So if you would like to be involved in any
way, just let us know. Whether you can spare time on the day or before,
have plenty of time or are limited, EVERYONE is welcome to join in the fun.
If you want to help, but are not sure how, please speak to one of us and we
will find something that suits you!
Donations - if you started your spring cleaning late, don’t worry, we can still
accept items for stalls, tombola or the Draw. Items can be left in the church
on Sundays or contact Helen our Administrator on 023 9237 9992 to make
necessary arrangements.
Grand Summer Draw - Linda and Roger Banks are kindly managing the
Grand Draw again this year, £200 first prize and many other lovely prizes, so
don’t forget to buy some tickets.
Garden Tables - are needed for outside the front of the church, so if you
have one we could borrow, please let us know. We don’t need any chairs
thanks.
Cake - donations required for the Cake and Preserves stall and for
refreshments, please let us know if you can help and bring along on the day.
Cups and saucers - our flower arranging team need tea cups and saucers,
so if you have any in good condition that you no longer require, please drop
them off at church.
Continued on next page
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We hope you will join us in praying for our event as we finalise our plans
and prepare for the day, and for everyone who helps or attends. Please
don’t forget the weather, it needs to be dry!
Hebrews 13:16
And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased

Thank you
Sandra, Sue and Vicky
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The Mission to Seafarers – Sea Sunday 10th July 2016.
2016 is the 160th Anniversary of the Mission to Seafarers, and “160 years”
is the theme of this year’s Sea Sunday celebrations. . Throughout those
160 years the Mission has been in integral partnership with, firstly, the
Church of England and, later, with the wider Anglican communion. It is a
relationship that remains at the heart of all the Mission does. To reflect
on the past, and to give thanks for what has been a great mission story, is
important. However, the primary focus of Sea Sunday is to celebrate the
life and work of today’s seafarers, the 1.5million on whom we are all so
dependent and yet who are so often forgotten. They and their families
face many challenges, and the Mission’s work with them, through its network of chaplains, staff and volunteers in over 200 ports around the
world, remains absolutely vital. It is work that the Mission could not carry
out without your prayers, friendship and practical generosity.
It remains a fact that over 90% of the world’s trade, including many of the
things we in the UK need and use daily – including food, fuel, medicines,
raw materials, clothes and household goods – are transported by sea. Yet
all over the world, thousands of seafarers are abandoned on ships every
year without pay, and often with no water, food or fuel. They frequently
need help or advice in meeting the challenges of life at sea, including issues as how to get in touch with their families, and how to deal with the
effects of long periods of separation plus the stress, strain and unhappiness caused by distance.
Please support the Mission to Seafarers with prayers and generosity on
this its special anniversary.
Jim Molloy Mission to Seafarers Rep for Christ Church
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Who’s Who - Christ Church Churchyard & Military Cemetery

Recent items in the magazine have featured the grave of Bridget Donovan a
WW1 nurse buried in the Military Cemetery . It is intended to feature a
grave each month where some history is known of the occupant , if you
know of a such a history Keith Fisher would be interested to know of it for
our historical archives .

No 1 - Thomas Stringer Vicar of Christ Church Portsdown during the
period 1881 – 1916
With acknowledgements to Mr Brian Collis ( Australia ) , Great Grandson of
Thomas Stringer .
Thomas Stringer is buried in Christ Church churchyard immediately to the
front of the main doors at the West end of the church. The grave is shared
by his wife Frances Stringer & a small cross adjacent to their grave marks
the grave containing the body of an infant daughter Mabel who died aged
15 months. Thomas & Frances had a very large family with ten children
born between 1865 & 1886. Thomas himself born in 1833 came from a very
large family being the oldest of twelve children born to Thomas & Mary
Stringer of Macclesfield , Cheshire. His father was a Timber & Iron
merchant & held notable positions in Macclesfield as Mayor & Justice of the
Peace . Thomas junior attended Brasnose College Oxford & obtained a B.A.
in 1855 & an M.A. in 1857. He was ordained by the Bishop of Bath & Wells
in 1857 & from 1857 until 1861 he was employed in Somerset as Curate in
the parishes of Coleford , Shepton Mallet, Queen Camel & Compton Bishop
respectively . In July 1861 he married Frances Linskill - Galbraith daughter
of Dr Charles Galbraith (Surgeon) & Mary Linskill at Coleford Church. That
same year he volunteered to work overseas for the Church Missionary
Society (CMS) & with his new wife moved to Hong Kong . In 1865 he was
appointed as Acting Consular Chaplain of Canton . He returned to England
in 1866 with his wife & two children born in Hong Kong .
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He took up a post in Tittleshall, Norfolk before moving back to the South of
England as Curate of Horton & Woodlands in Dorset where he was made
Vicar in 1871
In 1881 he applied for the post of Vicar of Christ Church Portsdown & was
accepted by Squire John Deverell of Purbrook who had built & endowed
the church ten years earlier. Deverell was a convinced evangelical which
tended towards the low church Bible based format of worship , he did not
agree with the Oxford Movement style of churching adopted by the two
other nearby Parishes at Farlington & Wymering. After selection as Vicar of
Christ Church , Thomas Stringer moved into Park Cottage on the London
Road nearby which was to become the vicarage, & remained until his death
in 1916. He served our parish at Portsdown for 35 years seeing many changes during the reigns of three different monarchs. The brass lectern in the
church was donated by the parishioners as a lasting memorial to his
memory & is inscribed accordingly as a token of respect by his friends & parishioners.
Revd Thomas Stringer
pictured outside the old
vicarage in London Road
Article contributed by
Keith Fisher
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LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE
I can’t remember who introduced them but for a good number of years’
candles have spread light on the communion table and lighting them has
become one of the warden’s duties. You may have noticed, or maybe not,
that the candles are becoming shorter as we don’t change them so often;
this is because we seemed to getting through them rather quick and it was,
to be honest, a waste. Just lately I have been collecting up the candle stubs
and the dripped wax from the candle holders with a view to melting it down
and using it to make new candles in some shape or form and perhaps selling
them at the Advent Fair. I really would have liked to have melted them
down to reuse on the communion table but I can’t source a long enough
mould, the only one that seems available is only half the size but I’ll keep
looking. So what can you do to help? Have you got any of those empty
Yankee candle pots of any size that you no longer need or you don’t know
what to do with them? It doesn’t matter what state they are in I can sort
that out so long as they aren’t cracked or chipped. Along the same lines
have you got anything that you think might make a nice mould or hold a
candle, or have you got any old candles or stubs, of any colour or size, that
you no longer need that I can recycle? I can source colourant and scent so I
should be able to produce something decent that people might find
pleasant. If you have any thoughts on this or any helpful suggestions I will
be pleased to hear them!!
God richly bless you all
Dave Fowler
The Summer Festival is upon us are you geared up to make it the best ever
yet and have you got your name down to play your part? It’s not too late to
get involved, the more the merrier will help make the day run that much
more smoothly, we still do need to cover certain areas otherwise they just
don’t appear. Don’t let future Festivals die the death through apathy!!
Thanks for all you do
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Fearless in the line of fire
A six year old girl was taken by her grannie to a very ‘high’ Anglican
church. Afterwards she tried to explain to her father what it had been
like. ‘They tried to run us out – they even brought in a smoke bomb and
shook it at all the people in the front row, but grannie wasn’t scared one
bit. We stayed until the very end.”

Move it
A South London clergyman who was appointed to another living received a letter from a firm of furniture removers. It assured him: “Dear
Sir, We would like to remove you. In the last year we have removed 40
South London clergymen, to the entire satisfaction of all concerned.”

Yum yum
A notice outside Chichester Cathedral advertised lunchtime concerts
with the encouragement that: “Sandwiches may be eaten.” Someone
had scribbled underneath: “So if you are a sandwich, don’t come!”

Grave warning
Road sign outside the gates of a cemetery: Drive carefully. We don’t
mind waiting for you.

Belonging
A vicar tells the true story of how, when he was a curate, the rector of a
nearby parish used to like not only to attend all the parish groups, but
also to identify himself with them by belonging to them, so that he could
address them as “We Scouts”, “We Rotarians,” etc. One day he went too
far and began: “We mothers….”
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Thank you
I would like to thank all those involved with
the party. The hall looked great decorated
with flags and balloons. The tables laden with
delicious home-made cakes and sandwiches
and "flag" serviettes. I believe there were
about 75 attending. A good number of clients of Good Neighbour Volunteers came too. After we were filled with the delicious food and a cuppa,
we sang Happy Birthday to Her Majesty and two of those present who
had 90th Birthdays this year Then Roy led us in a good old singing of the
lovely old songs. There was lots of talking and laughter going on and I
think everyone enjoyed themselves. These events do not happen on their
own and involve lots of planning and work.
So many thanks and God Bless you all Ivy Mauback

Magazine Contributions for the August Portsdown Post

by Friday 22nd July
Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
if you have access to the internet
why not go to our website for all the magazines?
www.christchurchportsdown.org
Due to a family wedding and New Wine the
magazine may be a little late!
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PEDESTAL July 2016
provided by:
03/07/16

Mrs Pat Hewitt and family in memory
of her husband Alan

17/07/16.

Mr John Bridgman in memory of his
wife Hazel
Mrs Linda Cleeve in memory of her
husband Joss

24/07/16

Mrs June Ames in memory of family
members

31/07/16

Wedding of Bradley Gudgeon and
Anna Wilson
Flower Steward for JULY:
Jenny Whiteside
Tel:02392 376333
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd Mark James

Reader
Wardens

Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Lighthouse
Parish Administrator
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Helen Love
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Hedley Trembath
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

