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Sunday 1st

Naming of Jesus

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion in Christmas

Sunday 8thth

Epiphany

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30 l

Family Service

Sunday 15th

Epiphany 2

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion Epiphany

18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 22nd

Epiphany 3

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:00

Family Service

Sunday 29th

Epiphany 4

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Morning Worship
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Tue

03-Jan

14:15

MU service in church

Thurs

05-Jan

10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Fri

06-Jan

14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

06-Jan

17:00

Worship Band practice

Wed

11-Jan

14:15

Evening Wives

Thurs

12-Jan

10:30

Holy Communion @Christ Church

Fri

13-Jan

10:00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Sat

14-Jan

10:30

Good Neighbours Coffee Morning

Sat

14-Jan

17:00

Worship Band rehearsal

Wed

18-Jan

13:45

Lead your church into growth

Wed

18-Jan

19:30

LYCIG

Thurs

19-Jan

10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Fri

20-Jan

14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

21-Jan

09:00

Who Let the Dads Out?

Sat

21-Jan

17:00

Worship Band Practice

Thurs

26-Jan

10:30

Holy Communion @ Christ Church

Fri

27-Jan

12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Sat

28-Jan

17:00

Worship Band Practice

Morning Prayer every Tuesday 09:00 –09:30
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FROM THE VICARAGE
The start of a new year is always a time for making plans and maybe a
few resolutions. At Christ Church we will be spending some time thinking about the future direction of our church as we follow a course called
Leading your Church into Growth. This will help us to look at what we do
as a church and whether it is what God wants us to be doing.

It was good to see a packed church on Christmas Eve for our Family Carol Service. It was particularly pleasing to see so many children there. It
would be great to see a full church every week, so I found myself wondering what was so attractive about that particular service (as against
the other Christmas services). Perhaps some factors are that it was
short, it was relaxed, it mixed the familiar with the modern and it was at
a convenient time. Maybe those are some things that we can think of as
a church.
If you don’t usually come to church, but came over Christmas, I’d love to
know what you thought - and what might encourage you to come again.
Why not drop me an email to vicar@christchurchportsdown.org ?
Of course, you might be making plans of your own for 2017 – plans for a
change, plans for a holiday, plans to make things better or plans to cope.
When we make our plans it is good to remember that God cares, and if
we seek him he will guide us. In the Bible, the letter of James reminds us
that our plans are, at best, provisional:
“Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you
do not even know what will happen tomorrow.” (James 4:13-14)
This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t make any plans. If we don’t plan,
then we may not get very far at all.
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However, if we make those plans with God, then sometimes things that we
thought were beyond us can happen. Over Christmas we heard once more
the message from the angel to Mary, “with God nothing is impossible.”
I hope that you have a good 2017 and, whatever you hope for, that you
allow space for God’s plans.
Revd Andy Wilson Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean,
Havant / Chaplain, Havant & Waterlooville FC / New Wine Network Leader,
Portsmouth
Stewardship Promoter
The PCC would like to appoint a Stewardship Promoter. This is a volunteer
position to work alongside the Vicar to encourage and enable financial
giving at Christ Church. This will involve


arranging an annual review of giving



thanking givers personally each year for their generosity



promoting the Parish Giving Scheme as the most efficient way of
supporting the church



encouraging church members to see giving as an important part of
their journey of faith



helping visitors and others to give effectively



promoting one off gifts like shares and legacies



reporting to the PCC

If you think you might be able to help us with this important role, please
speak to me.
Revd. Andy Wilson
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Editor’s Bit
Last Month was a sad one for us. Once upon a time there were 2 kittens
who travelled down to Hampshire all the way down from Derbyshire.
Their names were Oppo & Winger. The following year two more kittens
joined them. One already had a name, Othello, the other because we
had holidayed in Malta that year, we called Melita –it was on the Island
of Melita that St. Paul was shipwrecked and has always been a favourite
holiday place with us. The next year Michael Angelo joined the family,
they were all related and descendants of Amber, a cat no body wanted.
So we had a family of five cats, all of a similar age. Then the following
Christmas four more came down, Tassie, Pollyanna, Florentina and
Pushkin. I had a picture that said ’ Every life should have nine cats’. It
was pretty crazy, especially as we were both working shifts which
included long night duties!
There is only one left now, Pushkin who was the runt of the litter, born
with a broken tail, he came down with his cousins because he was so
small and was having a hard time at feed time there were so many of
them in the house! Florentina died on the 9th of December, 18 years
after she first came down to us. We miss them all………But life goes on
and we have our three other rescue cats, Sadie, Pip and Squinney.
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org

6

Who are we?
We are a group of people voluntarily helping other people in our community; people who do not have friends or relatives close by to give them the
practical support they need.
What do we do?
We can help with shopping, accompanying people to hospital or other
medical appointments, befriending those who can’t get out and may feel
lonely, taking people to social events; we can help with small DIY or gardening jobs and with pets if necessary. We also provide a number of social
events including a monthly Neighbourhood Lunch.
Why do we do it?
Service to others is at the heart of the Christian faith and although not all
our volunteers attend church regularly we all share Christian values and
seek to use the gifts we have been given to benefit others.
This ministry began at Christ Church 6 years ago and in that time we have
helped more than 120 different people; we now have 30 volunteers and
are currently providing help for about 50 people locally. It would seem
that more people still are in need of the kind of support we are able to give
and so………
On Saturday 14th January at 10.30 in the Church Hall there will be an open
coffee morning when we will take the opportunity to review where we
are at and discuss how we might continue in the future. People from the
churches in Purbrook and Crookhorn have been invited and if you would
like to come along to find out more (and maybe consider volunteering with
the team) you would be most welcome.
Sheila Gill Chairman – CCP Good Neighbours
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IT picnic
Looking over the log-book kept by the computer support staff at my
office, I noticed several entries stating the problem was PICNIC. I asked
one of the technicians what PICNIC meant. He laughed as he told me it
meant "Problem In Chair, Not In Computer."

Not all free!
The nursery school teacher was teaching her class about living in a
democracy. She said: "One of the things we should be happy about is
that, in this country, we are all free." One little boy stood up in protest.
“No,” he said indignantly. "I'm not free. I'm four."

New Year problems
As you start the New Year, does this sound like you? ….“Sometimes I get
the feeling the whole world is against me, but deep down I know that's
not true - some smaller countries are neutral.”

Welcome
Seen on a fridge magnet: “Make yourself at home! Clean my kitchen.”

Err….
A thought for all church councils as the New Year begins: “To err is
human, but to really foul things up requires a committee.”
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Church brings hope to troubled S Sudan
Bishop Henry Garang Deng’s home has been wrecked. But it’s not safe
for him to do anything about it. His family has been forced to flee
abroad. Many members of his congregation have fled to refugee
camps.
Henry is bishop of Malakal, in troubled South Sudan. The chaos in his
diocese is a result of fighting between rebel groups and the army. He
has seen many years of war in his country. He blames the current crisis on politics and says the government has not organised itself to help
reconcile and rebuild the nation. But he still believes there is hope.
‘The church is the element holding the country together,’ he says.
‘Christians have not been given a chance, they are confused and most
of them are displaced. But the Church is our only hope and the one
thing that will bring us together is the Gospel
He says the Church has begun to work in refugee camps. ‘We have
been focusing on the Word of God which always unites us. People
pray and pray. We believe the Church has to go back to prayer and
this is the way we will find a solution.’
Another South Sudanese priest, Joseph Bilal, is bringing rival ethnic
groups together to help build peace – using the Bible as a starting
point. ‘We help them look at how to build peace,’ he explains. ‘We are
basing so much on the Bible. We say God created them all to love one
another and then we look at how we can (do this). The Church has also been working with young people. Joseph says, ‘We want to teach
them to become peace builders; to see them building up our country,
not being used to destroy it.’
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This article is from Anglican World, a quarterly magazine produced by the
Anglican Communion. To read the full story, plus other news of the Anglican Church around the world, why not subscribe? Visit http://
www.anglicancommunion.org/media/anglican-world-magazine.aspx Interested in Anglican news around the world? Get a free bulletin emailed to
you daily. See http://www.anglicannews.org

Gypsy Christians grow in number
More and more gypsies are becoming Christians. It seems that large numbers of Gypsies and travellers in England have joined a new movement
called ‘Light and Life’, centred on charismatic preaching, praying in tongues
and miracle healing. The BBC has reported that other churches, like the Salvation Army, are also seeing a growth in the number of Eastern European
Roma joining, and the Church of England has several Gypsy-led congregations starting up. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-38016090

Church reopens in Iraq
A church in northern Iraq has recently reopened after two years under Islamic State control. The bells have run out after two years of silence in the
Mar Korkeis church in the town of Bashiqa, around 15 kilometres north of
Mosul, Islamic State’s last major city stronghold in Iraq. For a fuller story,
please see: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/reuters/article-3954180/
Church-northern
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New Year
(Psalm 139)

A new year!
We look back to the old,
to the leaving, gladly or sadly.
We look ahead to the unknown,
to days which might bring love, or loss.
In our own strength, with our own wisdom
this is a scary place.
But our God is already there ahead and behind.
He created us.
He knows all our days.
So we need not be afraid.
In Him we are secure
for this new year and forever.
He will be with us
if we trust,
lift up our eyes
and walk on.
And, with His help, we can.
By Daphne Kitching
12

New Year Prayer 2017
Lord of the Years,
At the start of this New Year we ask for your presence, protection and guidance for every minute of every day of every
month ahead.
Thank you that we do not go into this New Year alone. Thank
you for loving us so much that you gave us Jesus to lead us to
you.
May we commit ourselves afresh to serve you, to love you and
to share your love with those who don’t yet know you.
May we make a difference for your Kingdom in 2017.
In Jesus name.
Amen
By Daphne Kitching
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Mission of the Month Leprosy MissionHow your gifts have helped get a village back on its
feet
In summer 2015, during our Feet First campaign, we introduced you to
Antonio Abibo from Cabo Delgado province, northern Mozambique.
After contracting leprosy when he was just a child, he lost all feeling in
his hands and feet.
This meant it became very easy for him to injure himself, particularly
while working in the fields or cooking over an open fire. The ulcers he
developed became infected and eventually, Antonio lost his toes. When
we met him last year, he was only able to walk short distances, using
crutches. He was no longer able to work and struggled to see his wife,
Gabrielle, work so hard on her own to support their family.
So when Antonio received his first pair of protective sandals last autumn, he was delighted. Thanks to his new footwear, he found he was
able to work again and his mobility was improved.
He still needs to walk with a stick but crucially, the sandals protect his
feet from further injury. He and others in his village were provided with
foot-wear thanks to your generosity in responding to Feet First, where
every donation was matched by the UK Government. The impact of
these gifts on the lives of people in Mozambique has been immeasurable.

“The sandals helped a lot and have made working in the fields much
easier,” said Antonio, who is a village elder and also in charge of monitoring his local self-care group, where members meet regularly to help
each other keep leprosy-affected hands and feet safe and injury-free
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As two women came forward to choose shoes of their own, he said:
“Some people can work without shoes. But these two would not be
able to work on the farm without them.”
One of the women, 61-year-old Mariana, was so delighted with her
new shoes that she danced an impromptu jig for the group.
Your support for Feet First has meant we’ve been able to identify
many more people who need care and provide them with shoes and
self-care training. By safeguarding them from further injury and disability, you’re helping them get back on their feet – literally and metaphorically.
During his visit, Dr Arie spotted a boy called Manuel, who appeared to
have white patches on his face. He immediately examined Manuel to
check whether the white patches were the first signs of leprosy.
He called to Antonio, who said: “Yes, we too spotted the white patches
on the child’s face, and two members of the footcare group are looking
into it.”
“That is what it’s all about, making people aware that they should react as soon as they detect any signs of the disease,” said Dr Arie.
“It’s very heartening to see that the self-care group is doing exactly
what we hoped it would do. It’s great that they are learning and it’s
really encouraging to see the community being vigilant.”
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion 4th Thursday in the month at 10.30am
Visitors and new members welcomed.

Events in January
3rd January
Reader.

Service in church led by the MU chaplain Revd Trevor
Visit by the MU Diocesan President, Revd. Elizabeth Groves

Evening Wives
January
11th January at 2:15pm
Harvest India, a talk by Ian Thorburn on his work with this
Charity.
Meeting at 38 Down End Road, Drayton.
All are welcome
Norma Gibney (number on back page)
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Open Church Coffee Morning
Friday 13 January
10:00 till 12:00
Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake

All proceeds go to the building fund

Stamps Please!
Please support The Leprosy Mission by saving all your
postage stamps (British Isles and Foreign)

The mission raises funds by selling the stamps and is a good
way of increasing our support.
Please place all donations at the back of the church.
Thank you .for responding
Margaret Baggs
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Friday Friends
Looking for new friends?
A place to go?
Tea and Cake?
Come and visit friends at
Christ Church Hall
1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at 1415 hrs
It would be lovely too see you

Tracey
Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on

Friday 27th January
At 12:30pm
Haggis, neeps and tatties, peas and gravy.
Butterscotch bread and butter pudding with crème fraiche
and rasp-berries
Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524
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For the Record :
Baptisms
None
Weddings
16th December
Lee Martin & Hannah Devereux
Funerals
15th December Terence George Richards,
died 23rd November aged 84

15th December Pamela Sheila Mary Knight,
died 1st December aged 82
21st December Robert Wilkinson Judson,
died 18th October aged 65
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL
for January 2017
provided by:
1/01/17

Available

08/01/17. Available
15/01/17. Mrs Elsie Tanner in memory of her husband
Robert (Bob)
22/01/17 Mr Brian Stainton and Mrs Nicola Olway, in
memory of their wife and mother, Shirley
Stainton. Also in memory of Adrian Stainton.
20/01/17 Mrs Sheila Gill in memory of her parents, Robert
and Winifred Boyd
Flower Steward for January
Jenny Whiteside 02392 376333
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Leading Your Church into Growth
The PCC has begun considering the future direction of our church, but we
would like the whole church to be involved in this. During January and February we will be holding meetings to discover a common vision for the
growth of our church. The meetings will be held in church on Wednesday
afternoons and evenings. Please do come along to either session.

The dates and subjects are as follows:


Wednesday 18th January (1:45-3:00pm and 7.30-9.00pm)



Our Focus – Committing ourselves to growth



Wednesday 1st February (1:45-3:00pm and 7.30-9.00pm)



Our Plan – Developing a strategy for growth and doing it!



Wednesday 8th February (1:45-3:00pm and 7.30-9.00pm)



Our Culture – Developing a community of invitation, welcome and
hospitality

Remember, this is for the whole church, so do come along whether you
have been coming to Christ Church for 8 days or 80 years; whether you regard yourself as a key member or on the edge of things; whether you are 14
or 94. These sessions will shape the future of our church so your involvement matters.
To free people to attend these meetings, there will be no homegroup
meetings in January or February. If it would help you for a crèche to be
available in the afternoon sessions then please let me know.
Revd Andy Wilson, Vicar
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 23rd November 2016


The PCC agreed that the 2017 New Wine event would be the first
week of August 2017



The PCC received letters of thanks from the Mission Aviation
Fellowship and The Royal British Legion for recent donations



The PCC agreed to maintain Mission Support in 2017 at the same
level as 2016 but decided to support the School Pastors initiative
instead of Street Pastors due to the links Christ Church members
have with School Pastors



The PCC discussed the proposed 2017 Christ Church budget and
noted that proposed expenditure was currently predicted to be in
excess of proposed income



The PCC agreed to provide an extra £250 to support attendance at
the New Wine Event and £150 towards attendance at the Parish
Weekend as well as a £250 bursary for New Wine attendance. Any
parishioners seeking financial help to attend these events should
contact the Vicar.



The PCC approved the purchase of a new accounting software
package to support the Treasurer and new software for the Media
Shout programme used at services



The PCC agreed to hold a celebration event on Saturday 25th
March 2017 for all those involved in various ways with the toilet
and entrance project
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The PCC received positive feedback about the tea/coffee
arrangements being held in church following the
Remembrance Sunday Service



The PCC will be arranging three dates in early 2017 to inform
the congregation about ‘Leading Your Church Into Growth’

Graham Olway MBE
Christ Church PCC Secretary
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd Mark James

Reader
Wardens

Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Lighthouse
Parish Administrator
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Helen Love
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Hedley Trembath
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges

Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

