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Sunday 5th Lent 1 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30 Lighthouse in church Holy Communion in Lent 

18:30 New Wine Celebration @ CoGS 

  

Sunday 12th Lent 2 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 l Family Service 

  

Sunday 19th Lent 3 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30 Lighthouse in church Holy Communion in Lent 

18:00 Informal Worship 
  

Sunday 26th Lent 4 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:00 Family Service  

  

Morning Prayer every Tuesday 09:00 –09:30  



3 

What’s on in the Parish and Around 

Wed 01-Ma 19:00 Ash Wednesday Communion 

Thurs 02-Mar 10:00 Parish Prayer Meeting contact June Ames 

Thurs 02-Mar 10:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

Fri 03-Mar 09:30 Church Cleaning 

Fri 03-Mar 14:15 Friday Friends  

Sat 03-Mar 12:00 Lent Lunch 

Tue 07-Mar 14:15 Mothers Union in small hall 

Wed 08-Mar 19:45 Evening Wives 

Thurs 09-Mar 10:30 Holy Communion @Christ Church 

Fri 10-Mar 10:00 Open Church Coffee Morning 

Sat 11-Mar 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Sat 11-Mar 12:00 Lent Lunch 

Thurs 16-Mar 09:30 Church Cleaning 

Thurs 16-Mar 10:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

Fri 17-Mar 14:15 Friday Friends 

Sat 18-Mar 09:00 Who Let the Dads Out? 

Sat 18-Mar 12:00 Lent Lunch 

Wed 22-Mar 19:30 PCC 

Thurs 23-Mar 10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

Fri 24-Mar 12:30 Neighbourhood Lunch 

Sat 25-Mar 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Sat 25-Mar 12:00 Lent Lunch 

Sat 25-Mar 18:00 Celebration of Church Building 

Thurs 30-Mar 10:00 QARANC Corps Service 

Fri 31-Mar  Cluster Weekend to 2nd April 
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From the Vicarage 

‘If March comes in like a lion, it will go out like a lamb’. So goes the old 

saying. We’re supposed to start the month with wintery winds and end 

with springtime serenity. We’ll see. 

What we can be sure of this year is that the start of March coincides 

with the start of Lent. Ash Wednesday this year falls on 1st March. Lent is 

an important season of the Christian year. If we want to get the most 

out of our Easter celebrations then we do well to make the most of Lent.  

Some mark Lent by giving something up. The 40 days of Lent echo the 

40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness without eating. So, many 

Christians (and others) will abstain from some luxury during Lent. 

Chocolate is a favourite, thus increasing the pleasure of the abundance 

of chocolate consumed at Easter. Others give up biscuits, alcohol or 

some other luxury. This can easily become just about ourselves; we 

want to prove that we can do it or we hope to lose a bit of weight. If you 

do give something up for Lent, then I encourage you to make it a 

spiritual exercise. Every time you crave for that which you are denying 

yourself, then remember the sacrifice that Jesus has made for you, and 

give him thanks. 

You may prefer to take on a discipline for Lent rather than giving up an 

excess. For some this may be a daily Bible reading or attending one of 

our Lent Groups, for others it might be a daily act of kindness. 

Lent is an opportunity to do something that brings us closer to God, 

maybe for the first time, or maybe to bring us back to God after we have 

drifted away.  What will you do? 

“Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love.” (Joel 2:13) 
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Leading Your Church Into Growth (LYCIG) 

Thank you to all who attended the sessions held in church during January 

and February as we looked at our focus, our plan and our culture. The PCC 

has scheduled an extra meeting after Easter to consider the issues raised 

during these sessions and how we move forward. Do please pray that God 

will lead us and that we will follow faithfully. 

Then there will be three further sessions in June and July as we look at our 

calling, our journey and our heart. More details will be given nearer the 

time, but for now please do put 7th & 21st June and 5th July in your diaries. 

We will, as with the first sessions, run duplicate sessions in the afternoons 

and evenings. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

The 2017 annual meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th April at 7pm in 

the church. If you are not currently on the electoral roll, but have been 

worshipping with us regularly for at least six months (and are baptised and 

over 16), please fill in a form (available at the back of church) and return it 

to Graham Olway (our Electoral Roll officer) or to the Vicarage by Sunday 

19th March. 

At the APCM we will elect two churchwardens, two Deanery Synod 

members and five PCC members. Do speak to the Vicar or wardens if you 

are interested in standing for any of these posts. 

Andy 

Revd Andy Wilson  

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant / Chaplain, 

Havant & Waterlooville FC / New Wine Network Leader, Portsmouth  
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From the Editor 

The other weekend I visited a cousin in Hertfordshire where I 

used to live.  We decided to travel to London and go to 

Highgate cemetery, somewhere I had always wanted to visit. 

On our way we walked through Waterlow Park in Highgate, 

somewhere that before had only been a name in my family 

history research.  .As we walked through the park I could just 

picture our Edwardian ancestors coming for a Sunday 

afternoon stroll, it brought history alive!  It left a lasting 

impression on me, to see so many graves and monuments and 

it is still being used by the families of the people resting there.   

It is also an area in which local wildlife is safe.  There were 

little mounds of sticks people had built for maybe hedgehogs.  

A robin perched and studied us as we stopped to listen to the 

guide.  I also saw a lone black & white cat sitting on the 

gravestones he/she didn't seem perturbed by the many 

visitors walking around. 

Ruth Fowler  

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
 

Pip 
Sadie 

Squinny 

Pushkin 
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Stewardship Promoter  

The PCC would like to appoint a Stewardship Promoter. This is a volunteer 

position to work alongside the Vicar to encourage and enable financial 

giving at Christ Church. This will involve  

•  arranging an annual review of giving  

•  thanking givers personally each year for their generosity  

• promoting the Parish Giving Scheme as the most efficient way of 
supporting the church  

•  encouraging church members to see giving as an important part of 
their journey of faith  

•  helping visitors and others to give effectively  

• promoting one off gifts like shares and legacies  

•  reporting to the PCC  

If you think you might be able to help us with this important role, please 

speak to me.  

Revd. Andy Wilson  

ADVANCE NOTICE 

Dates for your diary, this year’s events!! 

Summer Festival on Saturday 8th July 2017 

Advent Fayre on Saturday 2nd December 2017 
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Car Stickers - all popular with women 

1. My mother is a travel agent for guilt trips. 

2. Princess, having had sufficient experience with princes, seeks frog. 

3. Coffee, chocolate, men. Some things are just better rich. 

4. Don’t treat me any differently than you would the Queen. 

5. If you want breakfast in bed, sleep in the kitchen. 

What is Love? 

In a survey of 4 to 8 year olds, children revealed a simple but deep grasp 

of that four-letter word. 

 

- When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint 

her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her, even when his 

hands got arthritis too. That's love. 

 

- Love is when my Mummy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip 

before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK. 

 

- Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get tired of kissing, 

you still want to be together and you talk more. My mummy and daddy 

are like that. I think they look disgusting when they kiss, but they look 

happy.  

 

- Love is a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even 

after they've known each other so well. 

 

- My mummy loves me more than anybody. You don't see anyone else 

kissing me to sleep at night. 



9 

Christ Church Mothers Union 

I would like to thank all members for the cards, lovely gifts and all the 

kind messages on completing my three years as Branch Leader. 

Also the dedication of Daphne Bevis secretary and Brenda Hadley 

treasurer, the commitment of the committee.  We all send our good 

wishes to the new team. 

with love and blessings 

Pat Hatchard 

 

From the Leprosy Mission 
Many people have helped to raise funds for overseas projects by saving 

their used stamps. 

It seems strange that a postage stamp could help to transform lives in 

Asia & Africa but the fact is that it does!  We would also love your 

donations of old notes & coins, medals & postcards. 

We are delighted to announce that in 2016 a total of £147, 994 was 

raised from stamps & collectables to benefit the work of the Leprosy 

Mission -a record breaking year! 

Margaret Baggs 
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St David (Dewi Sant) - guiding the Welsh Church through 

turbulent times 
by David Winter 

On 1st March Wales celebrates its patron saint, David - or, in Welsh, Dewi or 

Dafydd. He is indisputably British, and is revered wherever Welsh people 

have settled. As with most figures from the so-called ’Dark Ages’ (he lived in 

the sixth century), reliable details about his life are scarce, but there are 

enough for us to form a picture of a formidably austere, disciplined and 

charismatic leader, who led the Church in Wales through turbulent years and 

fought tenaciously for the faith.  

 

That he founded a monastery at Menevia, in Pembrokeshire, seems beyond 

doubt. It later became the site of St David’s cathedral and the settlement 

which is now the smallest city in the United Kingdom. From Menevia  David 

embarked on preaching and teaching missions across Wales, and probably 

beyond. His eloquence was legendary.  

 

His monks avoided wine and beer, drinking only water. Indeed, he and they 

lived lives of rigorous austerity and constant prayer, in the manner of the 

Desert Fathers of the Eastern Church . The date of David’s death is disputed - 

either 589 or 601. It wasn’t until the twelfth century that he was generally 

accepted as the patron saint of Wales, and pilgrimages to St David’s were 

highly regarded in the following centuries - including two made by English 

kings, William I and Henry II.  

 

It’s traditional for Welsh people to wear daffodils on St David’s Day (Gwyl 

Dewi Sant in Welsh) - but there seems no particular reason for it, beyond the 

fact that they tend to make their early Spring appearance round about his 

day - oh, and they look nice! 
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Womens World Day of Prayer 

Every year on the 1st Friday of March women 

across the world will be united in prayer, over 3 

million will be taking part in a day that circles the 

globe from the time the sun rises over the Island of 

Tonga until it finally sets off the coast of Samoa. 

The central act of worship will be a service 

prepared by the women of the Philippines.  The 

theme this year 'Am I Being Unfair to You? 

Over 170 countries will be taking part and women, 

men and young people of all denominations will be 

welcomed. 

This year it will be held at St Johns Church Purbrook at 14:00 3rd March 

Norma Gibney 

26th March clocks go forward 
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Spring 

Another winter finished; 

Our hearts are full of joy! 

The icy frosts diminish 

And summer sun’s ahoy! 

 

Last summer seems so distant 

The autumn leaves long gone; 

But now, each passing instant 

Is full of sunny song. 

 

The seasons flow reminds us –  

The climbing, sinking sun; 

That death’s dread cords won’t bind us 

Our time with Christ will come! 

 

by Nigel Beeton 
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The Wise Ram 

Said the sheep to the ram, 

“I’m bored, so I am! 

“The same old thing day after day! 

“The same fields, the same scene 

“The same grass, the same green 

“The same horses with just the same neigh!” 

 

The ram looked surprised; 

“Just open your eyes! 

“And look at that fine splendid view! 

“Clouds fluffy and white 

“Make a varying sight 

“You really are one lucky ewe!” 

 

“Those marvelous trees 

“As they sway in the breeze 

“Your senses with wonder should fill! 

“The birds in the air, 

“Make me just stand and stare – 

“And the way that the light strikes that hill!” 

 

“I think, my dear sheep 

“That, if you look deep 

“This world is a wonderful place! 

“So, please, look again 

“And you will regain 

“A true sense of God’s wondrous grace!” 
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 Counting down to  

Christian Aid Week  

4-20 May 2017 

 
Christian Aid week began more than 60 years ago to support the work 

that churches in Britain and Northern Ireland were doing to help 

refugees in Europe after the Second World War. 

Today the refugee crisis is the biggest movement of people since that 

time - people making dangerous journeys in search of safety. 

Our support is more vital now than ever. 

Due to the tightening of regulations surrounding house to house 

collections, the increasing difficulty finding  volunteers, the number of 

streets or houses where we are not allowed to call, and the possibility 

of unpleasant responses , Christ Church will not be doing a door to 

door collection this year. 

Instead ,we are thinking of other ways to raise funds for Christian Aid 

in 2017... so watch this space for something new. 

Once again I thank all who have helped with collections and donations 

in the past. 

Let's not be deterred -we need your continued support to make this 

year just as successful. 

 Jackie Quinn  

Christian Aid Organiser 
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Cheese and Wine Reception  

to celebrate the opening of the 

new entrance and toilets   

on Saturday 25
th

 March    

6pm to 7.30pm 

at Christ Church Portsdown  

Everyone is invited.  

If you would like to attend please sign the sheet in 

Church to help with catering. 
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.  

Visitors and new members are welcome.  

Corporate Communion 4th Thursday in the month at 10.30am  

Visitors and new members welcomed.  

Events in March 

7th March A talk by Mrs Susan Canavan entitled " The Hands that touched  

  the Cross" 

 

Evening Wives  

March 8th 

With Revd Mark James 

At 8 Binness Way Farlington 

All are welcome  

Norma Gibney (number on back page)  

Contributions for April Portsdown Post please 

by Friday March 17th either in editor’s 

pigeon hole or 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
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Open Church Coffee Morning  

Friday 10th March 

10:00 till 12:00  

Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake  

All proceeds go to the building fund  

Thank You 

Thank you Guides for explaining the meaning of Thinking Day, and 

for leading us in prayer at the Parade Service. 

I do appreciate the card,  it is lovely and as a Guide of many, many 

years ago, it brought back very happy memories. 

Enjoy your Guiding! 

 

Margaret Baggs 
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Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch  

Will take place on  

Friday 24th March  

At 12:30pm  

Roast Pork, sage and onion stuffing balls, apple sauce, 

 Roast potatoes and vegetables. Trifle 

Tea & Coffee  

Book your place at back of the church or  

Tel. 02392 789 524  

Friday Friends 

Looking for new friends?  

A place to go? 

Tea and Cake? 

Come and visit friends at 

Christ Church Hall 

1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at 1415 hrs 

It would be lovely too see you 

Tracey 
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Mission of the Month –TEARFUND 

Farida* is a bright, confident 26-year-old woman who can normally be 

found with a huge smile on her face. Born into poverty in Egypt and then 

broken by personal tragedy, she is a shining example of how God’s love 

can transform any situation. 

When she was 20, Farida’s family arranged for her to marry into a wealthy 

family. But tragically, six months after the wedding, her husband died. She 

was pregnant at the time. 

‘They took my baby’ 

Her husband’s family then turned against her: ‘They used to insult me, 

accusing me of bringing them bad luck and being the main reason for my 

husband’s death,’ Farida tells us. ‘After the birth of my baby they drove 

me out of their house. They took my baby and didn’t let me see her’. 

Heartbroken, she went back to live with her family. ‘I was full of sadness 

and disbelief. Even my family neglected me. But God did not leave me; He 

helped me to recover my baby.’ 

An open door  

Farida turned to the church – ‘It was the only door still open,’ she says. 

Whilst there, she was introduced to Tearfund partner Think and Do. She 

was invited to join their Widows' Ministry, which teaches women new 

skills and helps them discover their inner strength. 

She received training in hairdressing and was given the equipment she 

needed to start her own business. Now, Farida is thriving. ‘I am the only 

women's hairdresser in my community,’ she beams, ‘It generates a very 

good income for me.’ 
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Giving back  

But Farida didn’t stop there. Inspired by Jesus’ servant-hearted love, she 

decided to help other poor families by giving away some of her income in 

the form of micro-loans. Not only that, but she has also opened a literacy 

class in her church to teach women in the village. This one woman, her life 

changed by God’s love, is now transforming her entire community. 

‘I thank God for his great love, which let me know Him more and empow-

ered me through the work of the church.’ 

Pieter Bakker, Tearfund’s Logistics Adviser says, ‘For me, Farida's story is an 

incredible illustration of how broken lives can be made new by God's love in 

action through partners like Think and Do. We are so thankful for our sup-

porters who help this work come to fruition- thank you!’ 

*Name changed to protect identity 

PLEASE PRAY 

• Praise God for this wonderful woman and her servant-hearted 

faith, which is shining Jesus’ light in her community. 

• Ask God to give us the courage and conviction we need to be 

salt and light in our own communities. 

• Thank God for the work of our partner Think and Do in Egypt, 

and pray that their work will continue to go from strength to 

strength. 
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 25th January 2017 

• The PCC reviewed a number of options for new 

noticeboard signs at Christ Church and further revisions 

were proposed. 

• The PCC agreed to issue keys for the new entrance to 

those requiring access and to change the lock on the old 

door. 

• The PCC noted that Helen Love had resigned from the 

post of Church Administrator and a replacement was being 

sought. 

• The PCC received various letters of thanks in respect of 

recent donations 

• The PCC noted that a saving of some £1k had been 

made on the church and church hall insurance and thanked 

the Treasurer for organising. 

• The PCC noted that the new church architect was 

reviewing priorities based on the last Quinquennial Report. 

• The Vicar reported that discussions with Portsmouth City 

Council’s Tree Officer had identified a number of trees on 

which urgent work was needed. 

• The PCC noted that concerns had been raised about the 

condition of the driveway to church and further discussions 

would be needed. 

• The PCC agreed that a celebration event to mark the 

completion of the new entrance and toilets was planned for 

Saturday 25
th
 March. 
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• The PCC was encouraged by the recent attendance 

at the first of the Leading Your Church Into Growth 

events and two more dates were planned. 

• The PCC noted that some 30 members of Christ 

Church would be attending the Parish Cluster Weekend 

where some 90 people were booked to attend. 

• The PCC noted that a Cluster review of the Women’s 

Breakfasts had been held and these would cease but be 

replaced by monthly meetings in the evenings. 

• The Vicar thanked the PCC and congregation for 

their support over the recent loss of his Father. 

 

Graham Olway MBE 

Christ Church PCC Secretary 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd. Andy Wilson  

Curate Revd Mark James  

Reader Sandra Morgan  

Wardens Dave Fowler  

 Diana Hutchins  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Administrator Helen Love  

Parish Office   

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Stewardship Officer   

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Hedley Trembath  

Evening Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


