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Sunday 4th  Pentecost 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30  D-Day Parade 

18:30 New Wine Celebration @ CoGS 
  

Sunday 1th Trinity 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 Baptism 
  

Sunday 18th Trinity 1 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30  Holy Communion  in ordinary time 

18:00 Informal Worship 
  

Sunday 25th  Trinity 2 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:00 Baptism 

  

Morning Prayer every Tuesday 09:00 –09:30  
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What’s on in the Parish and Around 

Thurs 01-Jun 09:30 Church cleaning 

Thurs 01-Jun 10:00 Parish Prayer Meeting contact June Ames 

Fri 02-Jun 14:15 Friday Friends  

Tue 06-Jun 14:15 Mothers Union in small hall 

Wed 07-Jun 13:45 LYCIG Session 4 in church 

Wed 07-Jun 19:30 LYCIG Session 4 in church 

Thurs 08-Jun 10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

Thurs 08-Jun 18:30 Archdeacons visit @ St Wilfrid 

Fri 09-Jun 10:00 Open Church Coffee Morning 

Sat 10-Jun 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Tue 13-Jun 19:30 Homegroup Leaders meeting 

Wed 14-Jun 14:00 Evening Wives outing Silver Springs 

Wed 14-Jun 19:30 PCC Standing Committee 

Thurs 15-Jun 09:30 Church Cleaning 

Fri 16-Jun 14:15 Friday Friends 

Sat 17-Jun 09:00 Who let the Dads Out? 

Wed 21-Jun 13:45 LYCIG Session 5 

Wed 21-Jun 19:30 LYCIG Session 5 

Thurs 22-Jun 10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

Thurs 22-Jun 19:30 Music & Worship Committee 

Fri 23-Jun 12:30 Neighbourhood Lunch 

Sat 24-Jun 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Wed 28-Jun 19:30 PCC church hall 

Thurs 29-Jun 10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 
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Ministry at Christ Church 

The following was announced at all three services at Christ Church on 

Sunday 21st May 

Some of you will be aware that the parish of Warblington with Emsworth 

has been through a difficult time over the last two years. In order to 

provide greater pastoral support to that parish, Revd Andy Wilson has 

been appointed as part-time interim minister with effect from June 1st.  

The parish includes the two churches of St Thomas à Becket, Warblington 

and St James, Emsworth. 

For the duration of the appointment, Andy will be spending two Sundays 

each month and up to two days each week at Warblington with 

Emsworth. His first Sunday there will be 11th June, ensuring that he can 

be at Christ Church for the D-Day memorial service on 4th June. He will be 

based in Emsworth on Wednesdays and most Fridays. During this time, he 

will remain as the Vicar of Christ Church and Joint Area Dean of Havant. 

To make this possible, Revd Max Cross, Curate at St Mary Magdalene, 

Sheet, has been appointed interim minister at Christ Church, to work 

alongside Andy, Mark and Sandra. Max will spend two or three Sundays 

each month and up to two days each week at Christ Church. He will, for 

example, take the majority of the Thursday Communion services. Some of 

you will know Max, as he was a member of the Church of the Good 

Shepherd before his ordination three years ago. 

These appointments will be for a maximum of six months, after which 

Andy will return full-time to Christ Church and Max will return full-time to 

Sheet. Andy will not be applying for the permanent positon at Emsworth 

and, by taking the interim position, is excluded from doing so. 

Please pray for Christ Church, for the congregations at Warblington and 

Emsworth, for Andy and for Max.  
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Revd Max Cross – a brief introduction 

From 1st June, Max will be joining us as Interim 

Minister at Christ Church. Max is no stranger to 

this area having grown up locally, the eldest of 

four brothers. His journey to faith began when he 

was in his latest twenties.  

He says, “As I held my first child in my arms I knew there was more to life 

than the money and career I had been chasing. So the investigation be-

gan, and one year later I committed my life to follow Jesus as my leader, 

friend and saviour.”  

Max spent twenty years as a self-employed IT Project Manager, working 

for major organisations like The Bank of England, Great Ormond Street 

Hospital and Virgin Atlantic. He is married to Suzy and they have three 

adult children. For many years the whole family were members of the 

Church of the Good Shepherd (CoGS) at Crookhorn, where Max played a 

major part in their ministry to young people. It was there that he began to 

sense God’s call to church leadership and in 2014 was ordained as Curate 

to the parish of Sheet (near Petersfield). 

We look forward to Max’s time with us. Max’s nephew Jude will be bap-

tised at our service on 25th June – something that was arranged long be-

fore any of us knew that Max would be ministering at Christ Church by 

then! 

Andy 

Revd Andy Wilson  

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant / Chaplain, Havant & 

Waterlooville FC  
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From the Editor 

Summer seems to have come early this year,  as a gardener I find the 

challenges vary from year to year.  You learn to be adaptable, with a dry 

start to the spring, and the higher temperatures everything was so much 

more advanced.  How the birds and animals cope with that is a mystery, 

if the eggs get laid and hatched too early, and if there are not enough 

insects for the baby birds  they won’t survive. 

I always put food out during nesting time as the poor parents are so 

busy finding food that they hardly have time or resources to eat 

themselves!  Our little area alone can provide a corridor for the wild 

birds with everyone who likes to feed them does so in the spring as well 

as the winter.  I know it can be frustrating when the big birds take the 

food, and the squirrels as well.  Recently I visited my brother in 

Germany, his problem is with the many green parrots in the wild, and he 

has (lucky him) red squirrels as well as the grey! 

The cats are coping with the hot weather by sleeping in the shade, 

because of the foxes they tend to be in at night, not that I worry about 

the foxes maybe if they were ill and venerable I might worry, but to 

them the fox is very dog like so they give them a wide birth!  

Ruth Fowler  

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
 

Pip 
Sadie 

Squinny 

Pushkin 
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For the Record :   

Baptisms 
28th May: Cooper PLUMB 

 

Weddings 
None 

Funerals 

Friday 19th May: David Sutherland SALMOND,  
died 19th April, aged 86 
 
Wednesday 24th May: Phyllis Daphne BEVIS,  
died 6th May, aged 88 

With Trinity Sunday in mind: 
No wonder that the doctrine of the Trinity is inexplicable, seeing that 
the nature of God is incomprehensible. Our faith must assent to what 
our reason cannot comprehend, otherwise we can never be Christians. - 
Francis Burkitt 
 
Thousands of the ablest minds of the centuries have pondered this 
problem and no one has been able to explain it; who then invented it? 
What man can invent, man can explain: what man cannot explain, man 
cannot have invented. It must be a revelation. - G H Lang 
 

The Trinity is the basis of the gospel, and the gospel is a declaration of 
the Trinity in action. - J I Packer 
Tell me how it is that in this room there are three candles and but one 
light, and I will explain to you the mode of the divine existence. -  

John Wesley 
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SUMMER FESTIVAL 2017 – Saturday 8th July  

12 noon to 4pm 
So here we are with just over a month to go! Our biggest community 

event of the year is progressing well. This is just a quick update on 

where we are and what’s happening. 

WHERE? In the church, church hall, scout and guide hall and the 

grounds  

CHURCH live events and refreshments take place here, prayer ribbons 

will be outside 

CHURCH HALL is where you will find all your favourite stalls, refresh-

ments, tombola and grand draw  

SCOUT AND GUIDE HALL (behind the Church hall) Kids’ zone will have 

special stalls and fun for the younger ones, including the return of 

Funky Fish puppets and there will be a police car outside! 

LIVE EVENTS will include, Pompey Pluckers, Gospel Road Community 

Choir, Purbrook Park School choir, Portsmouth City Band, Brian Kidd’s 

Gardeners’ Q & A,   D Day Church tours, Organist Judith Williams, Cow-

plain Zumba Drummers.  

GRAND SUMMER DRAW - we have a £200 first prize, plus other great 

prizes. You can support us by buying draw tickets, in advance or on the 

day, available now from Linda and Roger Banks. 

DONATING - We still need items for our stalls in advance, tombola priz-

es, handbags, toiletries, jewellery, china and glass, toys and games, 

books and DVDs.  

Sweet ingredients, desiccated coconut, condensed milk, plain cooking 

chocolate, margarine and icing sugar are needed for Sheila Taylor. 
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Please leave any donations at the back of the church. Thank 

you. 

SIGN UP SHEETS, these are now up in the church, we welcome anyone 

who wants to be involved, please think about how you can help us. 

So if you are coming to support us on the day, helping or donating, we 

hope you will enjoy the fun of being part of our community event. It 

would be great to see you there.  

Thank you! Mark, Sandra, Sue and Vicky 

DON’T FORGET! Saturday 8th July 2017,  

from 12 noon to 4pm 
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VOTE FOR LITTLECHAP!! 

You’ve probably been made aware that this month there is an election, 

honestly there is!! Now whether you are going to vote or not you might 

like to ponder on the following as you decide what you are going to do. 

“I could never bear to be a politician, I couldn’t bear to be right all the 

time” 

Peter Ustinov 

Well that just about sums it up for many people especially as when poli-

ticians go into opposition they suddenly know how to put the countries 

problems right that they didn’t or couldn’t do when they were in gov-

ernment. 

“One day the don’t knows will get in and then where will we be?” 

Spike Milligan 

There’s an intriguing thought to mull over as you eat your breakfast. At 

least if they formed a party and stood for election you would know that 

if you asked them a question you would get a straight and honest an-

swer ‘I don’t know’ can’t be more straight than that. 

Dave Fowler 
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Open Church Coffee Morning  

Friday 9th June 

10:00 till 12:00  

Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake  

All proceeds go to the building fund  

 

Friday Friends 

Looking for new friends?  

A place to go? 

Tea and Cake? 

Come and visit friends at 

Christ Church Hall 

1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at 1415 hrs 

It would be lovely too see you 

Tracey 
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* We desire to create an additional space where children can grow & learn 
about who God is through play. In turn the children will teach us all more 
about who God is as we engage together.  
* We desire to create an opportunity for parents and careers to engage more 
fully in worship without them worrying about the noise their children may be 
making so that they themselves deepen their relationship with God. (We love 
the noise in the church by the way so stay there if you prefer) 
* We also desire to create a place for non-church parents to bring children to 
play and discover with us who God is, we are all still learning 
 
It will be the 1st event and if it works ok we will run it initially every 6 weeks 
SO WATCH THIS SPACE. For more info visit our facebook page and look for 
events all are by learning together who God is. It will be a safe environment 
to ask all the questions we have, even questions from those who do not be-
lieve in God. 

 
Any questions contact Mark James on 07443577577 or 
mark.james@christchurchportsdown.org  

mailto:mark.james@christchurchportsdown.org
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 D Day Update 

On Sunday 4th June  at 1030am we will be holding our Annual D Day 

Commemoration Service at Christ Church , an event  held every Sunday 

nearest to the 6th June since 1948 when General  Sir Miles Dempsey the 

Commander of 2nd Army unveiled the two  magnificent D Day windows 

at the west end of the church.  You may have noticed when driving 

along the sea front recently at Southsea that the D Day Museum  has no 

flags on display & is fenced off with the entrance closed . This is because 

a massive refurbishment & update is taking place with a grant received 

from the government .  The museum opened over 30 years ago & is in 

need of updating , so the decision was made to close the museum from 

March 2017 until Spring 2018 to allow the work to take place . 

Last September  the PCC at Christ Church approved a motion to try & 

obtain script boards , photos  & other items from the museum that were 

to be discarded during the refurbishment  & a letter requesting items 

that could be useful to Christ Church with its D Day connection was sent 

to Portsmouth Museums Department.  The request was approved & 

items were collected during April with the co-operation of the D Day 

Museum staff .  It is hoped that the items obtained can in future be used 

at Christ Church on D Day commemoration events & times when we use 

the church during  the Summer Festival & Advent Fayre each year.  The 

6th June 2019 is the 75th Anniversary of D Day & there are plans in place 

to hold a big event on Southsea Common including the refurbished  D 

Day Museum.  A new memorial is also being unveiled near the beaches 

at Normandy that Summer . Although many of the D Day veterans will 

no longer be alive or able to attend , the memory of their achievement 

remains with us through the museum & our windows at Christ Church. 

From the July issue of Portsdown Post  it is intended to publish a series 

of articles on the Military History of Christ Church which I presented as a 

talk to members of the Queen Alexandra Royal Army Nursing Corps  
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 ( QARANC) who held their annual Corps Day Service at the church on 30th 

March 2017. It is hoped these will be of interest to readers of the 

magazine ! 

Keith Fisher 

Short prayers 

Peter (Matt 14.30): ‘Lord, save me!’ 

A Canaanite woman (Matt 15.25): ‘Lord, help me.’ 

Samuel (1 Sam. 3:10): ‘Speak, for your servant is listening’. 

Psalm 43.3: ‘O send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let 

them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.’ 

 

Christians in later years have adopted the same form. Why not practise 

saying a simple sentence prayer each day – and simply mean what you 

say? 

 

Michelangelo: ‘Lord, make me see your glory in every place.’ 

Gladys Aylward: ‘O God, give me strength.’ 

William Barclay: ‘O God, keep me from being difficult to live with.’ 

Francois Fenelon: ‘Teach me to pray. Pray yourself in me.’ 

John Wesley: ‘O Lord, let us not live to be useless, for Christ’s sake.’ 
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the 
month.  

Visitors and new members are welcome.  

Corporate Communion 4th Thursday in the month at 10.30am  

Visitors and new members welcomed.  

Events in June 

June 6th.  John Goodspeed - A talk about Hampshire wildlife. 

Thank You 

The Mothers' Union hope that everyone enjoyed the Cream Tea event last month 

and thank them for supporting them. 

Evening Wives 

Wednesday June 14th 2pm. 

Outing to Silver Springs Nursery,  

Titchfield 

All are welcome 

Norma Gibney (number on back page) 

Contributions for July Portsdown Post please by 

Friday June 23rd either in editor’s 

pigeon hole or 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL  

For June 2017 

provided by: 

 

04/06/17 Mrs Jean Matthews in memory of her 
husband Robert.  

 

11/06/17. Mrs Sheila King in memory of her husband 
Brian  

 

18/06/17. Available. 

 

25/06/17 Mrs Sheila Taylor in memory of her parents 

 

Flower Steward for June 
Jenny Whiteside 02392 376333 
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Good News       

“I accepted Christ on December 24, 1949.  From that time I always prayed to 

have a Bible……I started praying January 1 1950.  But God answered my 

prayer on March 29 2015,  I started reading it.  Now (October 2016) I have 

finished reading from Genesis to Revelation four times, and now I have 

reached the book of Job chapter three for my fifth read through.” 

“Khi”, from a minority people group in South-East Asia, pastored churches 

for many years, but never owned his own Bible.  Every time he tried to 

obtain one, it was confiscated by the authorities.  “Five times I went (across 

the border)  and bought a Bible, but two times the border police (of my 

country) took my bible away from me and burned it up.  Three times the 

border police took my Bible and destroyed it by throwing it into the river,  So 

I could never get my own Bible.”   

With the help of Barnabas Fund, in the last two years, tens of thousands of 

Bibles in various local languages have been distributed in the region.  They 

have had a transformative impact on church ministry and the lives of 

individual believers. 

Bible success in northern Iraq  
A team of Bible translators in Kurdistan, northern Iraq, working against the 
backdrop of civil unrest and religious persecution, have completed the first 
ever translation of the whole Bible into the Central Kurdish Sorani language.  
 

For the last eight years, Church Mission Society mission partners have been 

an integral part of the team, working alongside indigenous Kurds and other 

foreign nationals drafting text, checking names, terminology and style, and 

finally checking both the Old and New Testaments so they could be 

published together for the first time as the complete Bible.  
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Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch  

Will take place on  

Friday 23rd June 

At 12:30pm  

Hunters chicken casserole, new potatoes and veg 

Rhubarb & strawberry crumble & custard 

followed by Tea & Coffee  

Book your place at back of the church or  

Tel. 02392 789 524  

The whole translation of Old and New Testaments took 28 years to 
complete, and will enable six million native speakers of the Sorani language 
to hear and read the Bible in their own language for the first time.  

As well as physical copies, the new translation is available digitally, both 

through the YouVersion app and a newly designed Kurdish app called 

Pertukekem (‘My Book’). 

Bible that is more accessible 

Now there is a Bible that can easily be accessed by people with sight loss, 

learning disabilities, or lower levels of literacy.  

 

The NIrV Accessible Edition has been created by Biblica working in  

partnership with Livability, The Torch Trust and Urban Saints, to develop and 

produce a Bible designed to address this need.  
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CHRIST CHURCH 

PORTSDOWN 

The Annual Parade Service to  
Commemorate the “ Knights Vigil ”  

Service held in the Church on  
4th June 1944 by General Sir Miles  
Dempsey & his Staff of 2nd Army  

prior to the Invasion of Normandy on  
6th June 1944 will take place on  

 
 

Followed by refreshments in the Church 

All are Welcome 

Christ Church Portsdown is located on the 
A3  

at Widley north of Cosham 

Sunday 
4th June 2017 

at 1030am 

 Remembering the 
73rd Anniversary of D Day 
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UK’s new church tourism website 

Bill Bryson, best-selling author of books on travel, the English language 

and science, has revealed his 14 favourite churches for ‘ExploreChurches’ 

at www.explorechurches.org . It is the UK’s new church tourism website. 

 

The Italian Chapel in Orkney, Hexham Abbey and London’s St Martin the 

Fields are amongst Bill Bryson’s favourite churches. As he explains, “It is 

impossible to overstate the importance of churches to this country. 

Nothing else in the built environment has the emotional and spiritual 

resonance, the architectural distinction, the ancient, reassuring solidity of 

a parish church. To me, they are the physical embodiment of all that is 

best and most enduring in Britain.” 

 

‘ExploreChurches’ makes it easy to discover beautiful and fascinating 

churches and has been developed by the National Churches Trust, the 

UK’s church buildings support charity.  

 

The website brings churches to life by using high quality images and 

providing information about the history and architecture of individual 

buildings. It’s then easy to plan a visit as ‘ExploreChurches’ provides 

practical information including opening hours, directions and access 

details.  

 

Users can search for churches based on location, or by a particular 

feature such as stained glass or monuments. There are also ‘themed lists’, 

which help visitors find churches that fit their passions and interests. 

These include: Churches on TV, the real life locations of our favourite on- 

screen moments; Wooden Churches, and ‘Love’ Churches.  
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 26th April 2017 

• The PCC welcomed its new members following the APCM 

meeting. 

• The PCC appointed Dave Fowler as Vice-Chairman; 

Jacqui Wilson as Treasurer and Graham Olway as Secretary; 

• The PCC reviewed the D-Day Museum display boards 

that Keith Fisher had secured for use at Christ Church and 

thanked him for his work to secure them; 

• The PCC noted that the architect was seeking tenders for 

the planned roof works; 

• The PCC agreed to seek quotes to improve the driveway 

of the church; 

• The PCC noted that Dave Fowler and Stephen Anderson 

will be formally appointed as Church Wardens at the Arch-

deacon’s Visitation on 8
th
 June at St Wilfrid’s Church, Cow-

plain; 

• The PCC discussed the recent vandalism to St George’s 

Church, Waterlooville and noted that security needs to be 

maintained; 

• The PCC Members were all encouraged to attend dioce-

san approved training on safeguarding organised for Satur-

day 29
th
 April at Christ Church; 

• The PCC agreed to allow the War Graves Commission 

grounds maintenance contractors maintain a larger area of 

the churchyard; 

• The PCC prayed for the family of David Salmond follow-

ing the recent announcement of his death; 

Graham Olway MBE 

Christ Church PCC Secretary 
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Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd. Andy Wilson  

Curate Revd Mark James  

Reader Sandra Morgan  

Church Wardens Dave Fowler  

 Diana Hutchins  

Church Warden Elect Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office   

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Stewardship Officer   

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Hedley Trembath  

Evening Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


